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Lebanese army clashes 
with Palestinian fighters 



f Kui rdsacciise - 7 

Turkish polfceof 
killings jr : '' 

BRUS^L5(r}~Kw^3i gnerr 
j$fa s Monday de®jedresponsfl»l- 
i^ fojr .an ambush lad: weekin 
which a Turid^mayor andfcnr 
gnaid^tfied and accosed Turkish 
p 9 &c?/$f stagmg the operation 
ttemseHfes in/&grase Yahip 
Kara, mayor of Hflal township in 
■ Sanfe p ro v in c e ; near . Iraq ! 
border, ami tfae guards were )dl- 
tej on Friday as they werc going 
• tO'^rfc % car.**This carafe-...-: 
was^^ramed cfcL ^.jodivi^b' 
disguised as guerrillas/ 0 %od_' a 
statement issued in BtusselS/aa 
- behalf ofthe^Emxpeao^ 
the National Liberation Front of 
Kurdistan. It said guerrillas 
would have beer imal%.^ 

.. otit ^je attack hi an exposed Spot 
on arjnational jHglway hear a 
police statkmur)^ 

“We say the assassination was 
earned out by the DOS (Turkish 

^^ir resii^ ^ 
fights toBelrut 


KFAR I AREA, Lebanon (R) — 
Fighting erupted in Lebanon 
Monday between government 
troops and Palestinian guerrillas 
who refuge d to surrender their 
strongholds to the army. 

Mortars and macnineguns 
opened up near the villages of 
Saflnyeh and Kfar Jarra, six 
kilometres east of Sidon, a Ren- 
ter correspondent said from the 
scene. 

“Mortars are flying overhead 
.and we can bear firing from both 
sides/’ the. correspondent re- 
ported by telephone from an 
army barracks. 

' Fi ghting began after hours of 
heated negotiations between the 
army, trying to extend the gov- 
ernment's authority over the law- 
less south, and Palestine Libera- 
don Organisation (FLO) officials 
who have 6,000 guerrillas in the 
area. ’ 

. Lebanese .troops earlier took 
over the port of Sidon, '40 
kilometres south of Beirut, en- 
ding militia rule there for the first 
time since civil war erupted 16 
years ago. 

But the army ran into repeated 
snags as its convoys inched into 
the main PLO bastion in Leba- 


non. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties in the fighting 
which began shortly before dark 
and raged for about 20 minutes 
before lapsing into sporadic 
shooting. 

Two ambulances sped towards 
Sidon apparently carrying casual- 
ties. 

Earlier, a soldier was wounded 
in the leg and two Lebanese 
guerrillas were injured as the 
army rounded up about 60 gun- 
men east of Sidon. 

Military sources said army 
commander General Emile 
Lahoud ordered that the deploy- 
ment into PLO strongholds 
should go ahead at any cost after 
guerrillas blocked his advancing 
troops. 

Led by tanks, about 6,000 
troops sped into Sidon and took 
over the port on Monday morn- 
ing. 

By evening, military sources 
said 4,000 reinforcements had 
been moved in to help deal with 
the PLO. Witnesses said the 
guerrillas had also beefed up their 
forces. 

Troops failed to negotiate tbeir 
way through ‘Ain Jarra, where 


the PLO holds a base overlooking 
two Palestinian refugee camps. 

“We’ll need artillery cover," a 
soldier in full combat gear told a 
comrade at the barracks at they 
waited for orders shortly before 
the firing began. Troop reinforce- 
ments poured into the area. 

Military sources said the 
Palestinians fired mortar bombs 
at the troops. The army fired 
back and seized eight four-wheel 
drive vehicles, three of them 
loaded with guns. 

Defence Minister Michel Al 
Mutt threatened to use force 
after the army thrust was halted 
by Palestinian fighters who took 
to village streets and refused to 
band over tbeir bases. 

“We wish the operation to be 
completed peacefully but if the 
army has to use force to imple- 
ment the decision it will," he 
said. He added that the deploy- 
ment bad to be completed by 
dark. 

In the village of Salhryeh, an 
agreement was reached for the 
army column to move up the 
miin road and set up check- 
points. But in Kfar Jarra, the 
army demanded that it take over 
a PLO base. 


Algeria tightens crackdown 
against fundamentalist unrest 

700 detained; FIS office occupied 


f BAHRAIN (R) T- Gutf. Afr/tbe 
kHj£ Affine of Bahrain, Qatar, Oman | 
* ^ and the^ Emirate of A&u Dhabi, 

- -ileww_B«nrt-MbHd^^ ^ 

first time m ahnost/J.6 years. The 
. Gulf News Agency Guff Air 
/ officials also flew fo Beintt fb 
; celebrate the reopening of the ; 
-rreute* ~ which closed down. in. 
September, 1975!. shortly . after 
/■;' avftwarbrofce out in Lebanon. 

- Tbeanfirie vrifl flytio Beirut from 
! Vita/ Gulf five .'times e week: 
V ; Eleven orirerfea^afrliiws have, 

U»im^ ffight^» Le&mm^^ - • 

India devalues rupee j 

/ TfEW DELHI (AP) w tafia’* 

1* central bank devalued the rupee 
7 by about nine per cent Monday, 
-/ in a move app a rently geared to- 
> wards negotiating a multibiliion 
” doltolr^from ibe InCeniational 
. “ Monetary Fond. Tbe devaluation 
" "cameras India’s 10-day-old gov- 
; eminent faced a foreign currency 
crisis which has left the treasury 
with hard cash to pay for less than , 
. . one month’s Imports. The Re- 

serve Bank oftafia devalued the 

. rupee by 9.5 .per 'cent against the 
". .dollar,' 9.7 pec cent against the 
yen, 8.7 per cent against die | 
British pound and nine per cent j 
^ against the. German merit. 

Muscle magazine 
-names Shamir *man * 
of the year 5 

j TEL AVIV (R)-- A U 5- body- 
j c bu3ding ' magazine has named 
Prime Mmister Yitzhak Shamir, 
/75/hsman of the year, an Israeli 
-.‘Spokesman said - Monday. But 
^jol^atiah Avi Pasmer said the 
L twardyras probably more for tbe w 
di n q i pi r i v c Shamir’s - prowess in 
poBtics r atber than athletics. Dan 
-ume/pobfisher of Mnsde Train- 
ing Illustrated, told officials be 
would present the award -next 
Wcek to Mr. Shamir,- Jeader of 
toe/s most ri^it-wmg govern-. 

. meat. Israel Radio said the award . 
-b&d r gotie (Hcrioasly- to. acton 
Oint Eastwood rod. Johnny:' 
J WeBsmuller , Rouajki Reagan and 

-- fii 1985 tiK^lsraeS Prane: 
Minister Shimon Peres. . 


ALGIERS ' (Agencies) The 
■ army ^intensified its cramdown on 
Isbraic fundamentalists Monday, 
announcing 700 arrests and 
occupyi ng the headquarters of 
themain opposition party. Its two 
leaders face trial for “armed 
conspiracy." 

. . Tbfe cradedown, including the 
arrestsofthe senior leaders of the 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
followed renewed dashes be- 
tween fundamentalists and secur- 
ity forces. The army said four 
people, including a policeman, 
bad. been killed and 15 people 
inpried.' 

Fundamentalist sources said as 
lhany as 2,500 people had been 
arrested. 

s FIS President Abassi Madam 
and Vice-President Ali Belhadj 
were among those arrested Sun- 
day. They tad issned a call Friday 
tar a holy war if the government 
did not lift a state of emergency, 
and they defiled summonses 
served on them after their 
speeches.. ... 

- - Thev were to be charged with 
armed conspiracy against the 
'-security of the state, the military 
'said. No details were released on 
possible charges against the 
others arrested. 

* Hdmeted riot police units en- 
circled the front’s headquarters at 
midday Monday, evacuated all its 


personnel and took over the 
building. Pedestrians were barred 
from passing by on the adjacent 
sidewalk. 

Hours earlier Mr. Madam was 
led away from the headquarters 
by a solitary security agent. His 
deputy Belhadj was arrested in a 
separate operation. 

A security source told Reuters 
that six members of the FIS rufing 
body, the Majlis Shoura, were 
arrested at 2.30 a.nu on Monday. 
They were picked up in a house in 
Boulevard Didouche Mourad, 
Algiers’ main thoroughfare. 

Mr. Madam and Mr. Belhadj 
were now in an army barracks in . 
Cheraga suburb of the capital, be 
added. 

A special force, trained in Italy 
and under the direction of the 
anti-espionage department, 
arrested Mr. Madam, he said. 

Algerian Television, quoting a 
military communique, said Mr. 
Madani and Mr. Belhadj had 
been arrested for involvement in 
a conspiracy against state secur- 
ity. It said they would be tried. 

“It looks as if the army took up 
the gauntlet/' said one Western 
diplomat Monday. “It was not 
really a surprise, they have been 
mcrroangly targeting the FIS in 
communiques over the violence 
in the past few days.” 

One commentator said there 


were fears of a hmdtunentafist 
backlash by Mr. Madam’s sup- 
porters who want to transform 
Algeria Into an Islamic state. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from FIS to the arrest of its 
leaders, but their colleagues were 
expected to meet soon to consid- 
er a response. Radicals within tbe 
from favour escalating the con- 
frontation with tbe government, 
while moderates have spoken of a 
“reconciliation’’ strategy aimed 
at avoiding a ban. 

The government said that 
Iran’s ambassador, Javid Qorban 
Ughh, had been summoned to 
tbe Foreign Ministry to be 
warned that his country should 
stay out of Algeria’s internal 
affairs. On Saturday, Iran’s spir- 
itual leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, said in Tehran that he 
hoped Algerians would follow the 
example of Iranian revolutionar- 
ies by establishing an Islamic 
republic. 

The FIS has led four weeks of 
protests that coincided with the 
start of campaigning for Algeria's 
first multiparty parliamentary 
elections, which were to have 
been held June 27. 

The front claimed election laws 
favoured President Chadli Ben- 
jedid’s National Liberation Front 
(FLN), until 1989 the country’s 
only legal political party. 


Kuwait assembles task force 
to sweep emirate for weapons 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti author- 
ities assembled a task force to 
make sweeping searches for illeg- 
al arms left by retreating Iraqi 
forces and warned anyone caught 
with them after midnight on 
1\iesday faced 15 years in prison. 

“When the deadline is over we 
will start a complete search cam- 
paign and a far-reaching combing 
operation/’ Interior Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al Hamoud Al 
Sabah said in an interview pub- 
lished by all newspapers on Mon- 
day. 

But 36 hours before deadline 
there were no signs of a rush to 
hand in guns, rockets or explo- 
sives at police stations in Kuwait 
City. 

- -The Interior Ministry, which 
has expressed alarm about 
mounting violence in the emirate, 
said a spinal force was on aim to 
move in as soon as tbe minister 
gave the onder.lt would not say if 
the force included the army. 

. “The penalty for not handing 
over is 15 years,” said ministry 
spokesman Colonel Fahad Al 
Mokhled. ; 

Tuesday's deadline is. the' 
second set for the-retum of arms, 
which the minis&y says include 
everything from rifles to anti- . 


aircraft guns and rocket- 
propelled grenades left over from 
the seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

The first, two weeks ago, was 
extended people defied it. 

■ Four mouths after the end of 
the Gulf war, Kuwaitis say they 
still fed the need to protect them- 
selves — against fellow Kuwaitis, 
Palestinians and other foreign re- 
sidents they accuse of collaborat- 
ing with the Iraqis. 

The 200 , 000 -strong Palestinian 
community in turn feels 
threatened by the state and fears 
arrest, imprisonment or deporta- 
tion. Thousands are planning to 
leave Kuwait for good. 

Id an interview with the Abu 
Dhabi-based daily Al Ittihad, the 
interior minister said guns hand- 
ed in so far ware oveiwhehningly 
from Kuwaiti citizens. . 

“Other nationalities are still 
keeping tbeir weapons,” he said, 
stoking speculation that any 
search would concentrate on non- 
Kuwaiti areas of the city. 

Hie minister’s words were 
echoed at police stations around 
Kuwait City but few people 
appeared to turn in weapons. 

- In Farwaniyah, a largely 


Palestinian neighbourhood, Mon- 
day morning’s haul appeared to 
consist of a dozen hunting rifles 
and jost one bazooka. Three old 
men being questioned at tbe re- 
ception point had one rusty shot- 
gun between them. 

Visits to Kuwaiti households at 
night show that possession of one 
sporting gun is regarded as a 
birthright — ownership of a Gulf 
war weapon is a symbol of man- 
hood and security. 

Western diplomats say anyone 
can get a gun amply by going to 
one of the thousands of Iraqi 
bunkers dotted across the emi- 
rate. The are stuffed with assault 
rifles, ammunition, gernades and 
heavier arms awaiting disposal. 

. The diplomats said they 
doubted that any search opera- 
tion would have much effect be- 
cause the police and army lack 
numbers, organisation and pro- 
fessionalism. 

Many Kuwaiti residents fear 
that so many privately-held arms 
caches could easily lead to wide- 
spread violence. Although vigi- 
lante gang in flings which followed 
die end of tbe Gulf war have 
virtually ceased, shootings are 
still a nightly occurrence. 
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Petra photo 

PREMIER MEETS JUDICIARY: Prime Minister attended by Justice Minister Tayseer Kanaan (left) 
Taker Masri (second from left) Monday receives (see story on page 3) 
the senior-most lodges of the Kingdom in a meeting 


Iraq says nothing to hide; 
U.N. inspectors dissatisfied 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
Iraqi minister in charge of milit- 
ary industries said Monday his 
country had nothing to hide but 
U.N. troubleshooters said they 
bad made no progress in gaining 
access to equipment which could 
make nuclear weapons. 

General Amer Hammoudi Al 
Saadi, the minister of industry 
and military industriaiisaltion, 
told Reuters in an interview: “We 
just want to come dean. We want 
everyone to know that we have 
nothing ’to hide.” 

He recalled that President Sad- 
dam Hussein bad given strict 
orders that U.N. inspectors be 
free to see whatever they wanted. 
“I know the order," he said. “It 
was ‘show them everything they 
want, real or imagined’.” 

But one of three senior U.N. 
officials sent to Baghdad with an 
ultimatum from the Security 
Council said U.N. inspectors 
were no closer to investigating a 
convoy they claim is carrying 
equipment for making weapons- 
gra de enriched uranium. - 

“We have not solved any ques- 
tion yet of any significance. 
That’s all I can say,” said Rolf 
Ekeus, head of the U.N. Special 
Commission set op under the 
terms of the Gulf war ceasefire to 
scrop Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Mr. Ekeus, International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief 
Hans Blix and U.N. Under- 


CORRECTION 

DUE to transcribing errors, and 
editorial oversight, the text of His 
Majesty King Hnssein ’s interview 
with die Japanese newspaper 
Yomiuri Shimbun, which 
appeared in the Jordan Times 
yesterday, contained a number of 
mistakes that are corrected below 
for the record. 

— In describing the plight of 
returnees from Kuwait, the King 
said: “Nonetheless, we have re- 
ceived back something like 
250.000 people, some of whom 
have been working for tbe Gulf 
governments three generations or 
so. Many of them did not leave 
through Jordan." In the text the 
last sentence read was misquoted 
as “a very huge leap through 
Jordan.” 

— In defining the U.N. role in 
the proposed peace conference, 
tbe King said: “We would like the 
moral weight of the world with 
US. We would like, certainly, if it 
is not under U.N. auspices, in 
terms of the U.N. being involved, 
(to have tbe process) in any event 
end up with tbe guarantees of the 
Security Council which are impli- 
cit in 242 and 338.”' Tbe words 
“in any events were misprinted in 
the text to read “many events”. 

— In answering a question on 
Israeli attitudes on die peace 
process, the King was quoted as 
saying he had been “in Petra, and 
made some statements.” In fact, 
be had said: “I have been in 
‘touch’, and made some state- 
ments.” In tbe same answer, the 
King said: “We need tbe goodwill 
of all ‘friends”’ and not as men- 
tioned in the mterview “the good- 
will of all ‘Arabs’”. 

— In referring to President 
Bush’s proposal for banning mass, 

(Continued on page 2) 


Secretary General Akashi arrived 
on Sunday. They met Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Hussein late on 
Sunday and Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz Monday. 

The Security Council sent them 
to Baghdad after Iraqi soldiers 
allegedly prevented the U.N. in- 
spectors on the ground in Iraq 
tarn visiting a military site and 
checking tbe convoy. 

David Kay, an American who 
is deputy leader of the inspection 
team, said photographic evidence 
that tbe convoy had crates con- 
tained equipment for making 
bomb-grade enriched uranium 
was irrefutable. 

Mr. Kay added that he was 
taken bade to the army base by 
Iraqi officials Monday but found 
nothing. 

Mr. Blix said the team’s two- 
hour meeting with Mr. Aziz did 
not go well, raising doubts that a 
scheduled meeting later Monday 
with Prime Minister Saddoun 
Hama di would be bekl. 

The Ha mm adi meeting “is a 
question mark,” Mr. Blix said in 
an afternoon interview. “There’s 
not much progress to report.” 

Mr. Blix and other U.N. offi- 
cials were reluctant to talk while 
meetings were continuing, but 
they implied that Iraqi officials 
were stonewalling their attempts 
to get a dear answer on whether 
they could see tbe crated mate- 
rial. 

Mr. BBx “was not getting a 


PLO disputes Kuwaiti charges 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Monday sharply disputed allegations by Kuwait that it had sent 
2J50Q supporters into the emirate to “terrorise” Kuwaitis during the Iraqi 
occupation. The PLO, in a letter to U.N. Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, aid it had been trying to show restraint in polemics whh 
Kuwait at the United Nations “despite the barbaric acts perpetrated 
against ow people.” Kuwaiti's U.N- representative Mohammad Abulha- 
san last week said the PLO had sent to occupied Kuwait some 2*500 
people who were deployed at intersections and checkpoints. The PLO’s 
U.N. observer. Nasser Al Kidwa, had previously called for an end to 
death sentences in Kuwait against alleged collaborators, an issue that has 
disturbed human rights groups around the world. Mr. Kidwa, in Monday's 
letter, said the PLO during the occupation had dispatched to Kuwait only 
45 officers and soldiers to guard the Palestine embassy and other 
Palestinian institutions. 
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Israelis 
ponder 
U.S. aid, 
row over 
settlement 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel is 
counting on U.S. aid to house 
and employ tbe hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants pouring 
in from the Soviet Union. But 
what if Unde Sam won’t pay? 

That’s something the average 
Israeli preferred not to think ab- 
out until last week. But then 
came a surprise disdosure from 
Finance Minister Yitzhak Modai 
that he has “contingency plans” 
in case the aid is refused. 

Some Israelis fear tbat 
Washington will use the aid as a 
lever for extracting Israeli “con- 
cessions” towards the Middle 
East peace process, such as a 
freeze on building Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 
They say Israel should prepare to 
go it alone. 

Israel wants $10 billion over 
the next five years to underwrite 
leans to pay for accommodating 
the immigrants. Mr. Modai says 
that if he doesn’t get the money, 
be will dig into “the pockets of 
working people/’ whidi Israelis 
take to mean higher taxes and 
costlier luxury goods. 

The result has been a spirited 
debate among three broad 
camps: Free-marketeers who 
would welcome an aid cutoff to 
force Israel into put its fin and al 
house in order; nationalists, who 
say tbe Jewish state cannot shackle 
its policies to foreign dictates; 
and bottom-line economists who 
say that without die aid, the 
Soviet influx will bankrupt Israel. 

“The question is whether we 
should accept the United States 
standing up and saying, folks, 
your state of Israel is dependent 
on us," said fonner Finance 
Minister Yigal Hurwitz, voicing 
the “nationalist’' argument in one 
of several radio debates. 

“If we stand up and say we 
don't agree, they will think twice 
before giving us orders again," he 
said. 

In another radio debate, eco- 
nomist Sever Plotzkcr said an aid 
cutoff would trim living standards 
by up to one-quarter. 

He foresaw “very high taxes on 
imports” and a Iran on exploiting 
foreign currency. 

“We may be unable to buy a 
car, a video...," he said. 

Even then, he said, Israel 
would only raise enough money 

(Continued on page 2) 


direct answer” from Mr. Aziz, 
Iraq’s former foreign minister, 
during their meeting, said a U.N. 
source who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. Mr. Blix said Mr. 
Aziz dwelled on “points of clar- 
ification.” He would not elabo- 
rate. 

The Security Council has 
warned Iraq that “any recurrence 
of non-compliance (with U.N. 
resolutions) would have serious 
consequences.” The United 
States has hinted it might attack 
suspected nuclear installations 
with warplanes. 

Iraqi Foreign Ministry officials 
said the team had fold them they 
wanted to leave on Tuesday or 
early on Tuesday. 

Under an April 3 Security 
Council resolution on a Gulf war 
ceasefire, Iraq must provide de- 
tails of its chemical, biological, 
ballistic and nuclear weapons so 
that material can be removed or 
destroyed. 

A U.N. trade blockade, im- 
posed after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
on Aug. 2, will stay in place nntil 
Iraq complies. 

Industry Minister Saadi said 
Iraq’s nuclear research program- 
me was purely civilian. “Many 
countries have such a program- 
me/' he added. 

He said that before the Gulf 
war tbe government aimed to 
have two nuclear power stations 
by the year 2,000. 


Slovenian refusal to relinquish 
‘borders’ stalls peace proposal 


LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia 
(Agencies) — The breakaway re- 
public of Slovenia said Monthly it 
would not relinquish control of its 
borders to the federal govern- 
ment, potentially jeopardising an 
agreement aimed at stopping hos- 
tilities. 

Federal troops began dashing 
with Slovene defence forces last 
week after the republic seized its 
borders and asserted its inde- 
pendence. 

Slovene Radio reported air 
raid sirens in some cities and said 
that federal air forces helicopters 
and jets were flying low over 
some cities in the republic. 

The radio said Slovene defence 
fotces Bred shots at army helicopters 
taking off and that air raid sirens 
were heard in tbe city of Krsko, 
site of Slovenia’s nuclear power 
plant. 

Tbe reports, could not be con- 
firmed. 

Tbe leader of Slovene said that 
a peace agreement brokered by 
the European Comm unity (EC) 
would fell apart unless the world 
community oversaw the withdraw- 
al of federal troops. 

Hie accord was announced ear- 
ly -Monday by three EC peace 
envoys after last-ditch talks to 
stop tbs Balkan state sliding into 
dvil war. 

But Slovenian President Milan 
Kncan told a news conference: “I 
doubt the success of any agree- 
ment unless there is international 
control, including military obser- 
vers." 

“No one has control of the 
army. If there is no control of the 


'army, the agreements have no 
meaning,” be declared. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Ttidjman suggested that U.N. 
peacekeeping forces should be set 
in to help to separate warring 
ethnic fluxions. 

Croatia, which declared inde- 
pendence last week with the 
northern Alpine republic of 
Slovenia, fears a new explosion of 
violence. 

In an ominous sign, Croatian 
officials said the police chief in 
tbe town of Osijek was shot dead 
on Monday morning and shooting 
broke out in nearby Borovo Selo. 

The peace accord was finalised 
amid a flurry of efforts to avert 
dvfl war after the Yugoslavia and 
Croatia army should suspend further 
steps to implement their inde- 
pendence for three months. 

Tbe moratorium was intended 
to give politicians a breathing 
space to work out new constitu- 
tional arrangements between 
Yugoslavia’s six republics and 
two provinces. 

Slovenia and Croatia, the weal- 
thiest and most westernised re- 
publics, want to break ties gra- 
dually with the rest of the coun- 
try, spelling an end of the federa- 
tion after 72 troubled years. 

A crucial part of the agree- 
ment, pressed for by the EC, was 
settled when Yugoslavia’s eight- 
man collective presidency elected 
Croatia's Stipe Mesic as head of 
stare. 

An earlier veto by Serbia, the 
biggest republic, on Mr. Mesic’s 
appointment had aggravated the 


crisis. 

Slovenian Information Minis- 
ter JeUco Kadn said tbe Yugoslav 
army should have started its with- 
drawal on Monday but- there was 
no sign that a military disengage- 
ment had begun. 

Slovenia’s insistence that the 
army give up its weapons would 
be a major hurdle to any agree- 
ment on a pullout, 

Some federal soldiers have 
been living in their tanks for five 
days, and officers have said many 
of them lack food and water. 
Power and supplies to soldiers in 
barracks have been cut off. 

President Kucan remained de- 
fiant and said the republic would 
insist on controlling its borders 
with Austria, Hungary and Italy. 
He said customs duties would 
remain in Slovenia and not be 
sent to tbe federal coffers. 

Mr. Kucan also said he wants 
international observers to over- 
see tbe troops’ move back to their 
barracks. He said 782 army mem- 
bers had deserted since fighting 
began Thursday and 1,277 were 
arrested. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl Monday demanded the im- 
mediate withdrawal of Yugoslav 
federal forces from Slovenia and 
Croatia and threatened to halt 
economic aid unless the crisis is 
resolved peacefully. 

Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Gensdber met with visit- 
ing U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar to discuss 
Yugoslavia and later flew to Bel- 
grade. 
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Arab ministers to meet in Kuwait July 9 


CAIRO (R) — Foreign Ministers 
from Egypt, Syria and the Gulf 
states will meet in Kuwait on July 
9 in a renewed attempt to settle 
differences over the composition 
of the Gulf defence force they 
agreed to set up in Damascus in 
March. 

Arab diplomats and military 
experts say the future of the force 
must now be in doubt and they do 
not expect the Kuwait meeting 
will put the controversy to rest. 

“The situation is becoming 
more confused, messier with 
time, not better," said a military 
expert jvho asked not to be 
named. 

“I don’t believe the ministers 
will reach an agreement on how 
large the Arab force will be ... if 


at this-point there is going to be 
an Arab force with Egypt and 
Syria.” 

The most they mil do is agree 
to meet again,” said an Arab 
diplomat. 

Diplomats in Kuwait said last 
month that the eight countries had 
finally agreed the force would 
have 26,000 men, including a 
brigade of 3,000 men from each 
of Syria and Egypt 

In Cairo, Arab and Egyptian 
experts say otherwise. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak agreed 
in principle during a visit to 
Kuwait last month to send 12,000 
to 15,000 men and Syria was to 
contribute a 10,000-strong force, 
they say. 

“The Kuwaitis went back on 


this agreement after he (Mr. 
Mubarak) left,” said one expert. 
“They said let us discuss figures 
later and study further for the 
July 9 meeting." 


Kuwait’s defence minister said 
in an interview last week his 
country wanted a symbolic Arab 
force of about 5,000 men to 
guarantee security in the Gulf. 

“Kuwait's area is too small to 
accommodate huge numbers of 
Egyptian and Syrian troops or 
Golf troops generally,” Sheikh 
Ali Sabah Salen AJ Sabah said. 
“The aim from the start was 
clearly to station symbolic Arab 
forces.” 


line with the march agreement 
signed by Egypt, Syria and the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states — Oman. Qatar, Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 


Egypt and Syria, took part in 
the U.S.-led campaign which 
pushed Iraqi forces out of Kuwait 
in February. 


Cairo and Damascus want a 
bigger role in any Gulf force, in 


The experts said Cairo argued 
that 3,000 or 50,000 Egyptian 
soldiers alongside a GCC force 
would not be enough to repel an 
Iraqi invasion similar to that of 
last August. 

Arab diplomats say Oman, 
however, wants Egyptian and Sy- 
rian troops to be flown into the 
area only when needed. 


Ethiopian government talks delayed 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Round- 
table talks on forming a new 
transitional government in 
Ethiopia were delayed on Mon- 
day as leaders from dozens of 
political factions held last-minute 
negotiations. 

Security was tight in the capital 
and scores of heavily-armed fight- 
ers of the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), which overthrew the 
government of Colonel Mengistu 
Haile Marian in May. guarded 
the dty centre. 

Diplomats said that the talks 
were expected to start later on 
Monday but that would leave 
little time for hard business on 
the first day. 

Political sources with dose con- 
tacts with the EPRDF said the 
northern-based guerrilla group 
was set to dominate an 81-seat 
state council, due to be appointed 
at the conference. 

The source said the EPRDF 
would take 34 seats in the coun- 


cil, with 12 allocated to the Oro- 
mo Liberation Front (OLF), a 
rebel group seeking self- 
determination for the Oromo 
people, Ethiopia's largest ethnic 
group. 

They said three further seats 
had been set aside for the Afar 
Liberation Front (ALF), repre- 
senting an ethnic group living in a 
strategic belt along the Red Sea 
coast. 

Other political and armed fac- 
tions were likely to be restricted 
to two seats each, the sources 
added. 

The EPRDF says it wants a 
broad-based leadership, ethnical- 
ly and politically. 


The separatist Eritrean People's 
Liberation Front (EPLF), in con- 
trol of the Red Sea province of 
Eritrea since last month, has re- 
fused to take part in the tran- 
sitional government. 

But EPLF Secretary-General 
Isayas Afewerke is attending the 
Addis Ababa conference. 


Diplomats said tire Eritrean 
issue was a key subject at the 
last-minute discussions, together 
with the status of the port of 
Asab. the country's main trade 
link with the outside. 

“They have to at least address 
the status of Eritrea at the confer- 
ence,” one western ambassador 
said. 


EPRDF leader Meles Zenawi 
has said the talks would open the 
way for political parties to cam- 
paign under the proposed tran- 
sitional government in the lead 
up to national elections. Diplo- 
mats said the elections could take 
place within 12 months. 


Mr. Zenawi said Saturday the 
EPRDF would raise a four-point 
agenda for the conference, in- 
cluding the future of Eritrea. 

Confusion reigned in the capit- 
al as security forces kept central 
areas cordoned off and interna- 
tional observers and foreign jour- 


nalists scrambled for transport 
and security passes. 

Hundreds of delegates and 
observers descended on Addis 
Ababa for the conference, ex- 
pected to last three days. 

The permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council 

— the United States, the Soviet 
Union. China, France and Britain 

— are all represented. 

So are the European Commun- 
ity, the Organisation of African 
Unity and the U.N. Economic 
Commission for Africa. 

The chief U.S. observer. Her- 
man Cohen, assistant secretary of 
state for African affairs, was seen 
raring around the capital in a 
white Cadillac, escorted by a 
convoy of EPRDF fighters. 

The EPRDF has accused for- 
mer members of Col. Mengistu's 
ruling party and ex-soldiers of 
sabotage in the city in recent 
weeks, and is malting a strong 
show of force. 


Correction 


(Continued from page 1) 


destruction weapons in the re- 
gion, the King said he hoped 
“that there will be no need in the 
future for such weapons to be 
here... ." The word 'such' was 
musing in the Yomiuri transcript. 

— In recalling the history of 
the Gulf crisis, the King said: “I 
was not involved. I dud not know. 
I knew there was a problem when 
I heard about it at the Arab 
summit in Baghdad in front of all 
Arab leaders. But beyond that 
people kept it away from us. I 
went just a couple of days before 
the failure of the conference in 
Jeddah to Baghdad and then to 
Kuwait and I sensed that the 
atmosphere was not a comfort- 
able one there. And I came back 
and I warned something has to be 
done to ensure that the meeting 


in Jeddah succeed. I did not 
expect this war, and I was against 
it entirely." 

The Yomiuri transcript of the 
interview, a copy of which the 
newspaper made available to the 
Jordan Times on Sunday, took 
this paragraph out of context, and 
it contained a number Of trans- 
criptional errors. 

— In commenting on bis 
appointment of Mr. Taber Masri 
as prime minister, the King had 
this to say: "... I believe that he is 
relatively a young prime minister 
who has bad a lot of experience.” 
In tire Jordan Times text the word 
“had” erroneously appeared as 
“ahead". 

The Jordan Times regrets the 
errors and apologises for any 
inconvenience they may have 
caused His Majesty and its read- 
ers. 


Israelis ponder U.S. aid 


(Continued from page I) 
to absorb half the immigrants 
now expected. And meanwhile, 
austerity would cause recession 
and unemployment, which would 
deter immigration. 

“The tyoment the line at the 
employment office in Tel Aviv is 
much longer than the line for 
sausages in Moscow — that’s the 
moment when Jews will stop 
coming.” be said. 

In their early years of state- 
hood. Israelis endured austerity 
to accommodate waves of im- 
migration. But 40 years later, 
they have grown used to creature 
comforts. 

Professor Ezra Zohar, a 
staunch free-market advocate, 
says Israel could pay its own way 
if the government cut its spend- 
ing. 

“It wastes huge sums because it 
by ‘segnorr’ from the U.S. gov- 
ernment and world Jewry,” he 
said, using a Yiddish word for 


Cddging, or mooctung. 

The only way to change that is 
"to stop the U.S. support," he 
says. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, arguing the loan guarantees 
and issues such as settlements are 
entirely unconnected, says the 
United States, having helped 
open the gates of the Soviet 
Union to Jews, has a moral duty 
to help settle them. 

But Israelis are aware that the 
United States already faces huge 
aid demands both at home and 
from former communist coun- 
tries. and they worry that if Mr. 
Shamir doesn’t bend, Washing- 
ton will hit back. 

The Rafiah, a former diplomat 
at the Israeli embassy in 
Washington, says he senses that 
Mr. Shamir is aware of the dan- 
ger and will ultimately do what is 
needed by September, when 
Israel must present its aid request 
to Washington. 


Moelleman leaves Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — German Eco- 
nomy Ministry Juergen Moelle- 
man left Tehran Monday after 
promising to review a German 
decision to halt work on a nuclear 
power plant under construction in 
southern Iran. Tehran Radio re- 
ported. 1 ‘ 

Mr. Moelleman arrived in the 
Iranian capital Saturday with 1 10 
prominent business executives 
hoping to pick up lucrative con- 
tracts for Iranian reconstruction 
protects. 

But Tehran has apparently link- 
ed the contracts to the fate of the 
nuclear plant near the port of 
Bushehr. 

Iran's economy minister. 
Mohsen Nourbakhsh, told Mr. 
Moelleman Saturday that trade 
relations with Germany could ex- 
pand “with the removal of some 
obstacles,” the Islamic Republic 
•News Agency (IRNA) reported 
in a dispatch monitored in Nico- 
sia. 


Germany’s Kraftwerke Union, 
a subsidiary of Siemens, was com- 
missioned to build the Bushehr 
plant in 1975. But work stopped 
in 1979 after the Islamic revolu- 
tion because the new government 
defaulted I on payments. 

The 1980-88 Iran- Iraq war pre- 
vented any further work. The 
plant, scheduled to have two 
13,000-megawatt . reactors, was 
bombed at least six times by the 
Iraqi air force and a German 
technician was killed in one raid. 

The Paris-based International 
Chamber of Commerce ruled re- 
cently that Iran should pay its 
outstanding debt to the German 
firm and asked Kraftwerke to 
complete the project. 

A Kraftwerke spokesman later 
said the company* asked the 
German government for permis- 
sion to finish the plant. The gov- 
ernment rejected that, apparently 
because it was not satisfied with 
safety arrangements in Bushehr. 


Qadhafi smashes Khartoum 


prison gate in symbolic act 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Libyan 
leader Muaromar Qadhafi joined 
Sudan’s military leader atop a 
bulldozer Monday to smash the 
gate of the country’s largest pris- 
on as a symbolic gesture to hu- 
man rights. 

The Libyan leader, wearing a 
white robe, drove the tractor as 
Sudanese leader Omar Hassan AJ 
Bashir sat beside him in military 
fatigues. 

Scores of security men rode the 
machine or surrounded it. After 
the gate of the British-built 86- 
year-old Kober prison came 
crashing down. Col. Qadhafi 
stood, smiled and waved to 
thousands gathered for the occa- 
sion. 


new era, an era of democracy and 
siding with freedom.” Lieutenant 
Genera I- Bashir, celebrating the 
second anniversary of his military 
coup on Sunday, said the Kobar 
prison had become a symbol of 
injustice and he would release ali 
1,300 inmates, including political 
detainees. » 

The prison in Khartoum north, 
across the Blue Nile from the 
Sudanese capital, housed former 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mabdi, 
whose government Gen. Bashir 
overthrew in 1989. Gen. Bashir 
released Mr. Mahdi earlier this 


"The move is symbolic,” Col. 
Qadhafi had told them earlier. 
“It rings the bell for the dawn of a 


year. 

Gen. Bashir's deputy, Major 
General Al Zubeir Mohammad 
Saleh, told the ceremony on 
Monday Kobar symbolised Brit- 
ish opperesion and destroying it 
showed Sudan was truly indepen- 
dent. 


Kurds say they want 
democracy for all Iraq 


DAMASCUS (R) — Iraqi Kor- 
ttish rebel leaders who have 
reacted coolly to autonomy prop- 
osals will press the government 
for democracy in all of Iraq, a 
Kurdish official said. 

There are problems between us 
and the Iraqi regime on democracy 
and the constitution and we did 
not reads any agreement so 
for," said Jabbar Farm an. a lead- 
ing member of the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan. 

“Democracy is a demand for 
all Iraqis and not just the Kurds. 
We feel -that any gains we get on 
autonomy would mean nothing if 
there was no real democracy in 
Iraq." 

The original proposals were 
made to Masoud Barzani, head 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party, 
after lengthy talks in Baghdad 
earlier chits month. 

Mr. Farman, representing 
Kurds at a meeting of Iraqi 
opposition parties to Damascus, 
said his people had set up a 
committee to present a new for- 
mula to the Iraqi government. 

Some 17 groups making up the 
Iraqi National Joint Action Com- 
mittee are meeting in Damascus 
to discuss the Kurdish autonomy 
talks and other issues. Eleven 
other groups are also repre- 
sented. 

Non-Kurdish members of the 
alliance strongly criticised the di- 
alogue with Baghdad. 


Mr. Farman said he briefed the 
meeting on die outcome of the 
talks and the Circumstances which 
led to the negotiations. 

He said the Kurds were forced 
to negotiate after their rebellion 
foiled and some two million re- 
fugees, mainly Kurds, fled to the 
Turkish and Iranian borders. 

Troops also crushed a simul- 
taneous rebellion in the mainly 
Shi'ite Muslim south. 

U.S. and allied troops moved 
into northern Iraq to set up 
guarded havens and encourage 
Kurds to come home. The allies 
now plan a turkey-based force to 
protect the Kurds, a development 
winch has emboldened the Kurds 
to seek more concessions. 

“Our brothers understood our 
position and their stand was posi- 
tive to some extent, although 
they objected any dialogue with 
(the government),” Mr. Farman 
said. 


The opposition meeting, which 
opened on Saturday, has been 
extended till Monday evening to 
finalise resolutions. 

Mr. Farman said the Kurds 
were still taking part actively in 
the opposition alliance, formed in 
December. 


“Demands for democracy 
which we are making during the 
dialogue with the Iraqi govern- 
ment go in line with those of the 
joint action committee,” he said. 


British MPs want West’s 


troops to stay in Iraq 


LONDON (R) — A U.N. force 
being deployed in Iraq is unlikely 
to provide adequate security for 
Kurdish and Shi’ite refugees and 
Western troops should remain 
until their safety can be guaran- 
teed, a British parliamentary re- 
port said on Monday. 

A proposal for an allied rapid 
reaction force based across the 
border in Turkey would also not 
necessarily guarantee safety for 
returning refugees, the House of 
Commons Foreign Affaire Com- 
mittee asserted. 

“The presence of allied forces 
in the region did not deter the 
original action it said, refer- 
ring to the end of Kurdish and 
Shi’ite rebellions in the wake of 
the Gulf war. 

“Unless and until there is a 
U.N. force which can provide 
effective reassurance to the 
persecuted inhabitants of north- 
ern and southern Iraq, it would 
be wrong for coalition forces to 
leave them." 

The Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee report was compiled after 


trips in late May to Iran and 
Turkey where up to two million 
Iraqi refugees fled when Bagh- 
dad's army ended the rebellions. 

ft said the 500-man U.N. force 
currently being deployed in Iraq 
“is unlikely to proride the reas- 
surance that the refugees need” 
and added that a statement early 
last month by general Colin 
Powell, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, that U.S. 
forces would withdraw soon had 
added to their uncertainty. 

The report made no specific 
recommendations but called on 
the U.N. Security Council to take 
argent steps to guarantee the 
safety of the civilian population 
of Iraq. 

It ako called on the British 
government to organise a confer- 
ence in the near future to bring 
together governments, U.N. and 
other international aid agencies 
and non-government groups to 
draw up a blueprint for a more 
coordinated response to future 
disasters, whether man-made or 
natural. 


SLA leader said ready 


to release prisoners 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The leader 
of an Israeli-backed Lebanese 
militia said Monday he was ready 
to swap hundreds of Palestinian 
and Lebanese detainees for 
Israeli troops missing in Leba- 
non, Israel Radio reported. 

Release of detainees held by 
General Antoine Lahd's South' 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia is 
believed to be a key to gaining 
freedom for 13 Western hostages 
in Lebanon. 

Gen. Lahd's remarks were 
quoted amid a flurry of reports on 
diplomatic efforts to free the 
Westerners and seven Israeli sol- 
diers. 

The militia commander re- 
portedly told a radio reporter he 
was “ready to trade the hundreds 
of Palestinian and Shi’ite prison- 
ers” that his men are holding at 
Al Khiam prison in South Leba- 
non. 

He added this would be “on 
condition that the deal would 
include Israeli army missing and 
men being held by terrorists,” the 


report added. 

Gen. Lahd also reportedly said 
he had received no “official" 
appeals to release any prisoners. 

The South Lebanon Army, 
which is trained and financed by 
Israel, is believed to hold 300-400 
Lebanese and Palestinians at Al 
Khiam. Shi'ite Muslim leaders 
have insisted these detainees 
must be freed as part of any deal 
for missing Westerners. 


The Lebanese also demand 
freedom for Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid. a Muslim deric kidnap- 
ped by Israeli agents m July 1989 
as bait for a prisoner swap. 


Of the Israelis missing in Leba- 
non, three are believed held by 
the Shi'ite Muslim Hizbollah 
movement, of which Sheikh 
Obeid reportedly is a leader. 
Another, a Draze soldier, was 
said by guerrillas to have died in 
captivity, and three others arc 
missing since a June 1982 tank 
battle near Syrian lines in Eastern 
Lebanon. 



Turkey’s new premier say 
disunity could doom part 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s new 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz, 
faring elections within 18 months, 
told his party on Sunday disunity 
could spell doom at the polls. 

“If we show unity and coopera- 
tion, Motherland will again .be 
the ruling par ty after the elections. 
If we cannot show unity. Mother- 
land might not even enter parlia- 
ment,” Mr. Yilmaz said. 

Under the constitution, a party 
must win 10 per cent of rhe 
popular vote to enter parliament. 
Motherland won 275 seats in the 
450-seat national assembly in 
1987 under the leadership of its 
founder, Turgur Ozal, who was 
elected president in 1989. 

The Anatolian news agency 
said Mr. Yilmaz told Motherland 
deputies he would announce the 
date of a general election within 
two months. The poll must be 
held by the end of 1992 but could 
be called this year. 

Mr. Yilmaz took office a week 
ago after his predecessor Yildirim 
Akbulut at a stormy Motherland 
Party congress. 

Mr. Akbulut, a conservative, 
has since accused Mr. Ozal and 
bis family of favouring Mr. Yil- 
maz, a liberal former foreign 
minister. 

About 90 pro- Akbulut Mother- 
land deputies have said they will 
meet to decide whether to sup- 
port the government when it 
seeks parliament’s confidence in 
a vote scheduled for July 5. 

Unveiling his government's 
programme to parliament, Mr. 
Yilmaz promised a better deal for 
restive wage-earners and expor- 


ters. ...i y 

Pay rises for public emptoj; / 
would outrun inflation and ti 
ned tax reforms would , - 
spending on education, . 

culture end interest on hojgr* • ' 
loans tax-deductible, he said - 
It was not clear if the pmni 7 . 
would defuse unrest among - 
million public sector workefti 
manding raises of up to 2flp^ ■ ;T. 
cent, well above inflation ng^: 
62.5 per cent a year. j . 

Mr- Yilmaz said tax coBeq f 
methods would be improved, b* 
gave no other details about l/?- - 
the government planned to tai, . . 

growing public spending defi” 
which have fuelled inflation.' 

He said the government wo -; 1 
encourage exports and indicate ■ 
would drop the antMnflatiw^.- 
strong lira policy maintained ^ 
the central bank for the last i- V' - 


yeare. 

“With the aim of increas' 
exports, there will be no reval.* 
tion of the Turkish lira," 
Yilroaz declared. 4^ 

Ekrem Pakdemirti. a ftnr ~ 
finance minister who is econo 
chief in the new cabinet, js kno 
to favour export-led growth/.--." 

Exporters have com pi ah ^ 
that the real appreciation of f' ■■ 
lira was blunting their comp 1 . •**''' 
tive edge. In 1990 it -lost » 
average of 30 per cent, or tw-** 
the year’s inflation rate. . 

Mr. Yilmaz said Turkey .wo*- 
maintain an active foreign potf 
which would aim to streuga ti- 
tles with Western Europe as. «' .• 
as its Balkan, Black Sea 
Middle Eastern neighbours. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Snakes hurled at Israeli military offices 


TEL AVTV (R) — Demonstrators on Sunday hurled bottles with.- — 
live snakes inside at Israeli military administration headquarters in 
an occupied West Bank village, Israel Television reported. The^ 

snakes dispersed inside the building, forcing officials to stop wort^ 

and evacuate their offices, the television said. No injuries were- 
reported in the incident, which took place in the village of Yabad in*'** 
the northern part of West Bank. — 


Soviet emigres injured in hotel arson > . 


TEL AVTV (AP) — A fire Mamed on arson engulfed a first -floor > -■ 
corridor of a Tel Aviv hotel housing newly arrived Soviet 

immigrants, injuring four people, police said Monday. The blazed 

which erupted late Sunday at the Ami hotel came as more than: v 
6,500 Soviets arrived in Israel this weekend in advance of a ne w - ■ 
Soviet emigration law. Police suspect the fire was'sel By a resident : 
of the hotel, possibly someone mentally disturbed^said dty police 
spokeswoman Dalia Gil ad. She said no suspects were detained . " 
She added that Palestinians who have protested against the . 
immigration wave were not suspected. “There is no nationalism- 
direction to the investigation,” she said. Three immigrants werei- 
created at nearby Ichiiov hospital for smoke inhalation and afourtS' 
woman suffered a broken leg after jumping out of a window, Israel 
Radio said. The fourth woman was believed to be an IsraeB- Tbe77~ 
fire wass extinguished within an hour. About 280,000 Soviets have-—, 
immigrated to Israel since raid-1989. In the past week the pace ol’ 
immigration has increased because of a new Soviet law taking!^ 
effect Monday that requires emigres to carry Soviet passports. 
Israeli officials are worried the law could bring a lull in immigration ‘ 
since it could take each potential immigrant three months to obtain ? — 
a passsport. Previously, immigrants needed only a Soviet exit visa. - — . 


Minehunters head for Mediterranean 


SUEZ, Egypt (AP) — Seven Belgian, Dutch and French minchun- 
ters entered the Suez Canal towards the Mediterranean Sea on 
Monday after ending tours of duty in the Gulf, a canal official said. 
The official, who declined to be identified under canal rules, 
identified the boats as Zinnia. Myosotis and Iris, all from Bel gram; 
Harlingen and Haarlem, from the Netherlands; and France’s Orion 
and Aigle. During the Gulf war, which ended Feb. 28, allied forces 
led by the United States sent dozens of naval units to the Gulf. 
Most have returned home, but mine sweepers and tninebunteri 
stayed (o seek out and destroy explosives endangering navigation. 
The Suez Canal links the Mediterranean and Red seas. Suez is at its 
southern lip. 


Solarz In Bahrain on fact-finding mission 


(R) — A U.S. congressman is in Bahrain t 
fact-findmg mission over the post-war political and mil 
situation in the Gulf, an American embassy spokesman 
Monday. Congress Stephen Solarz held talks on Monday mol 
with the emir. Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al Khalifa which 
attenAfd by Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa Ben Salman Al Kfc 
J^ nister sh * kb Mohammad Ben Mubarak 
% member Of the U.S. House of Repres 
lives Foreign Affairs Committee, was on his first trin to the 
°g f ’ tale February! tK£|££ 2 
Solara would report back to the committee on his return fron 
Gulf. He gave no further details. 
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Bulletin supplied by ibe Department of 
Meteorology. 

Drop in tetup matare s wtH ufcc place 
and some deads appear al tow alti- 
tudes. Winds will be westerly moderate 
(o fresh dmt in dcsal areas. In 

Aqaba, it will be dusty with northerly 
fresh winds and wavy seas. 

Mai ./max. temp. 

Amman - 17/27 

Aqaba 23/35 

Desens 18/33 

Jordan Valley 20/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 


man 30, Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 47 per cent. Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 
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NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 
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Dr. Anwar Musa Al Haj 771020 
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Dr. Saleh Zaycd 790677 

First pharmacy 6619 12 
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Yaooub pharmacy 644945 
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lb - . AisShuqairi ( — 1 

Al Shares* pharmacy (275825) 

ZAKQAr 
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Civil Deface Immediate 
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Highway Police 843402 

Tttflic Police 896390 

PshttcSeotriry Department 63032! 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Prioe Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaZh 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

JoftbaTekvbioii 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 


Ele c tri c Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Informs boa 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Htaem Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity, J. Ann ... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Ama.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Maihas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmenani 664171/4 

Shm c w ani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muastacr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/57 

Al-Abfc. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mobajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Baghir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Oueen Alia Hospital 60224040 

Arnal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

ZarqaGovi. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

BtBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Creek CaUiofic Hospital (02)27227$ 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


New Yourt, Montreal (R3) 

Cairo (RJ) 

I*® Frankfurt (RJ) 

Bdjjrade(Ri) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

Cairo (MS) 

- Moscow (SV) 

# ® :,s Bucharest (RO) 


2* - — ..CairoQ 

2-12 ■■■■ 

BI - ,S Bucharest (F 


MARKET prices 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information a sup p li ed by Boyd 
Jordanian (RJ) hrtbnmatNN) depart- 
toon at the Queen Alia fawnaiioial 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always he vcriBcd. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

QfcM Singapore. Koala Lompur(Rl) 

#*5 Dohs’(RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

IfcSP Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

!«• London (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•1 EEEEEEisBB 

Amsterfam. Mew Ybrk (RJ) 

J22 Pari* (Rj> 

IiTi ;• Cairo tRj) 

iiaxssi 

Other FHgtds (Terminal 2 ) 


VpperOowcr price hr fib per fo- 

Apple 500/400 

Banana 500 / *50 

Banana (M ukmnmar ) 450 / 400 

Bean* -450/400 

_L.. loo / » 

Carrot 220/160 

Cauliflower 280/230 

OvaMbcrs/l*™.) 120/ 80’ 

J'“ c “»bere (small) 220/lto 

E«piMt 200/150. 

Gallic j- 906 /TOO 

l^nwn - ^'320/260. 

if 1 *® 1 * (pwone) 150/ W 
100/ 50 

Marrow (small) 200/00 

Otooo(dry) ;. 1 ®/J 20 

G”** 6 350 / 300 : 

PePPer (hot) 200/ 1» . 

fepper (sweet } 25ff/3» 

Potato 320V 2® - 

Radish 158/WO 

Sage '■‘ ■■"■"■"V 300/400 

Tomatoes 9KtfiS0- 

^Wenndon ‘Jffl/T 0 ,. 
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Premier pledges to 
facilitate Judiciary work 


Mr. Masri was accompanied on 
the visit by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Mini&erof Transports^ 

Comaranicatioos ,, Afi Snheimat 
and Mr. Tracer Kanaan Minister 
of justice. 

d The visit came after a state- 

■ "vThe government plans to meat dot a special ministerial com- 
f- offer dm courts farther adminis- ' — *““* •“ *•“ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prone Minis- 
ter Taber Al Masri said Monday 
'that- the government was- deter- , 
mined to fecSitate the work of the 
Judicial authorities so that each 
-Citizen can be assured of his 
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tratjve fealities so that the Jorda- 
tidan judkaary can cany oat its 
? work .with all integrity,** said the 
Wane minister during a visit to 
&the Court of Appeal and the 
f Higher Court of Justice. 
f- Mr: Masri met with the heads 
[of the two courts and their mbs . 
t taut judges and discussed ways of 
r promoting judiciary work In 
t general. 

t “Developing the work of the 
| judiciary means the government 
v should exert aH possible efforts to 
’ provide facilities in' terms of pro* 
arises and in upgrading courts 
. systems,” the prime minister 
^fcridL j 


mittee had been formed by the 
govenanent to work towards en- 
ding martial law in Jordan, which 
has been in force since 1967. 

Mr.' Snheimat, who is chairman 
of the committee, said that all 
matters related to martial law and 
Economic Security Com mitte e 
decisions would have to be scruti- 
nised with the help of the Jmfidal 
authorities before the committee 
can report its findings to the 
Council of Ministers. 

Contrary to a report in the 
local press, which predicted that 
the report would be ready for the 
Cabinet meeting Tuesday, Mr. 
Snheimat said that tire task could 
take longer. 


Ministry, RJ agree to work 
jointly to encourage tourism 
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AMMAN (Petra) — • The Minis- 
^ txy nf TOTrism mid tbe national 
ri ai? caztBr, Royal Jordanian (RJ) . 
■ havc rcached agreement on a 
, - plfflo to 1 stimulate the - tourism 
^industry -in the Kmgdom. Tim. 
Trpfen wiflbe implemented within a 
f. -ria&nial framework that encom- 
ia passes the cooperation of various 
•v ■ dggeeand institutions. 

■■ -The two sides discussed coor- . 
. -dfoationmattefs rdated foefforts 
for boosting tourist^ through a 
jcantplan and they have reached 
consensus on some poiatsthai 1 
> w31 J te hiipieniented^m the near 
faring ^aafor duig . to 'RT' Clrief ' 
• Executive • Officer Htisam Abu 
■ fHiaridejb. • . -. \/ y . , “ * j 
~Y, Speaking aftera, meeting with 
Mijnster <rf Tourism and Anti- 


ism industry would also be im- 
pl em ent e d through an intensifica- 
tion of activities designed to. mar- 
ket Jordan in Arab and foreign 
co un tries. 

The two sides, he said, have 
agreed that , the plan should also 
aim at motivating international 
tourism organisations to offer 
regular tours to Jordan. 

A statement following the 
meeting quoted Mr. Kabarifi as 
saying that bis ministry was giving 
doe concern to the tourism indus- 
try which plays a major role in 
refoemg the deficit in the coun- 
try's balance of trade by ensuring 
revenues to the treasury. 

. By. promoting tourism Jordan 
aims at developing economic and 
social life in the Kingdom and 
enhancing Jordan’s cooperation 
ami understanding with the na- 
tionsof the world, Mr. Kabariti 
said. 


Ifc'TUnfGbHZH^ tf* 2 

v two sides- are in'; fell agreement. - 
' .. . that the plan should aim at exeat- 

nig - an appropriate teranstrcen- - : He said that his ministry would 
! i&omndhS by aknpsmg tourist ' . implement (firectives contained in 
^ afoactfohs and encouraging ,peo- 
'jjte -to invest more in tdurist- 
related projects. 


Efis Majesty King Hussein’s letter 
tp the new government which 
givea doe attention to tbe tourism 
sector. ... 


A. -V "i 




JNRCS volilnteer dies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — .Onitrof.tbe 
Tfipst^founders of .the Jordan 
Jfetii^ited CiesctmiSodety 
(JNRC& Najfefa Al HajlFbuz.Al 
NabuM (Urn Walid), passed 
away tS Amman atlheage’af 85: - 

. The late Mcsi: Najich ^served. 
until her;death, as bead of the 
* JNRCS V-wom6tt brancfrwbadx 


centres nm by die society. 

- - She also served as an active 
' member of the JNRCS’s Execu- 
tive Committee and never missed 
a committee meeting until her 
• death two days ago, according to 
JNRCS Vice President Dr. 
Mohammad HadkL In feet, he 
said; Mrs. Najieh attended the 
last Executive Committee meet- 


: in^ jnst a fo rtni^tt ago and par- 
the: typing awl ^ewmg traii^^ tiopated in the tfiscusaons. 


Prince Hassan says trans-national 
understanding's important 

for solving region’s problems 


MALTA (J.T.) — An under- 
standing of tbe different cultures 
and ideologies of the Middle East 
and the Mecfiteixanean states is 
needed to solve the “trans- 
national” and “inter-cultural” 
problems feeing tbe areas. His 
Royal Highn ess Crown Prince 
Hassan has at the Confer- 
ence on Economic Cooperation 
in the Mediterranean and die 
Middle East. 

Prince Hassan called for a grea- 
ter and deeper understanding of 
tiie cultural terriers which pre- 
vent cooperation in shared prob- 
lems. wbat is needed is a broad- 
ly defined security concept that 
addresses the interaction between 
people, resourccs-environment 
and cultural identity,-” Prince 
Hassan said through an official 
who delivered tbe address. 

“We have to work together to 
evolve an intellectual hinterland 
or a common language for tack- 
ling constructively oar common 
problems.” 

In his speedi to tbe conference, 
organised by the Aspen Institute 
— Italia, Prince Hassan reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s proposal for a 


regional conference to address 
the problems of tbe Middle East. 
Such an approach should be con- 
structed in the form of a “matrix” 
that would allow for an analysis 
of specific issues within the broad 
working concept of regional 
problems, Prince Hassan said. 
Cooperation between partici- 
pants at the conference, be said, 
shemid be the key working ingre- 
dient in addresting tbe speafic 
issues. “I firmly believe that 
through ope rationalising this type 
of analysis we can effectively 
promote a process for security 
and cooperation in our region,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

Of special importance to Jor- 
dan is the need to address the 
Pales tinian-Israeli conflict, he 
said. The consequences of the 
Gulf war, with the mass move of 
200,000 Paiestinians-Jordanians 
from the Gulf to Jordan, place a 
heavy human and economic bur- 
den on the Kingdom. 

“The resolution of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict will 
diffuse the potentially explosive 
demographic situation confront- 


ing Jordan and the region,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

In addition, the Prince added, 
the regional conference should 
also consider a trilateral approach 
based on democracy, security and 
prosperity that would ensure 
peace and stability in the Middle 
East. 

“Extremism and radicalism 
should be tackled by deraoaa- 
tisation and freedom of express- 
ion,” Prince Hassan said. “Im- 
aginative approaches to arms 
control can promote security 
while at the same time diverting 
hundreds of billions of dollars 
towards socio-economic develop- 
ment,” be added. “In conclusion 
it can be said that tbe problem 
feeing us today is to understand 
each other from one another’s 
perspective,” the Prince said 
adding that the endeavours of a 
regional conference are “in- 
strumental for evolving that lost 
objectivity or common language 
that lies at the heart of multi- 
cultural heritage of the 
Mediterranean worlds cros- 
sroads.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) Jordanian and 
Libyan officials Monday caDed 
for speedy measures to be taken 
to end differences among Arab 
states and for opening a new 
chapter m inter-Arab relations 
in tbe awake of the Gulf crisis. 

Tbe calls came from the Secret- 
ary Genera] of Tripoli-based 
World Islamic Dawa Society, Dr. 
Mohammad Ahmad Al Sharif, 
who is on a visit to Jordan and 
Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour and Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat. 

The general situation in the 
Arab World was reviewed at the 
meeting with Mr. Ensour who 
I underlined Libya’s role in ending 
rifts in Arab ranks, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

“Arab states must open a new 
chapter in their relations de- 
signed to help the Arabs attain 
their common goals,” tbe minis- 
ter said. 


New IBM 
products 
from GBM 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The release 
by Gulf Business Machines 
(GBM) of recently introduced 
new products by International 
Business Machines (IBM) is a big 
step in the development of GBM, 
a company official has aid. 

“One of the main reasons for 
founding GBM with the regional 
IBM distributors was so that we 
ran Id coordinate local decision- 
making,” said GBM General 
Manager Mustafa Rugibani. 
“Getting new produces) released 
here at the same time as tbe rest 
of the world is a major break- 
through. IBM customers in the 
Gulf are now on an equal footing 
with those elsewhere. 

GBM, which markets IBM 
products in Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Abu Dhabi, Oman, Leba- 
non, Syria, Jordan and Yemen, 

released the new products foUow- 

. ing their introduction by IBM in 
the United States and Europe. 

Among the new products is a 
3.5-inch Rewritable Optical 
Drive for PS/2 that wfll allow 
customers to write and store tbe 
equivalent of a 30-minute mul- 
timedia presentation on a single 
3.5-inch optical diskette. 

Other new products include 
four new models in the PS/2 
range that use the Intel 20 MHz 
386 SX microprocessor, offering 
more expansion optiops than pre- 
vious desktop models- 


Swindler makes JD 
30,000 before being 
apprehended 


By Ahmad K nwhan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A man varyingiy 
posing as a doctor, a government 
official and a West Bank citizen, 
willing to help students, has been 
apprehended by police in Am- 
man after swindling 20 people. 

The man, identified by the 
police only as KH, a 35-year-old, 
has succeeded in amassing JD 
30,000, from embezzlement and 
fraud, with the help of several 
accomplices, according to 'Pro- 
secutor General Ahmad Jabaheh. 

Posing as a West Bank citizen 
willing to offer students services 
connected with their relatives and 
parents in the West Bank, tbe 
impostor managed to swindle a 
good sum of money from his 
victims with the help of a number 
of people who supplied him with 
information about students, tbe 
prosecutor general said. 

Mr. Jabalieh said that tbe im- 
postor, who has been impersonat- 
ing various people since 1987, 
once posed as an engineer at the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
succeeded in giving a jeweller in 
Amman three false cheques for a 
number of gold pieces he had 
bought from him. 

One of the victims was a man 
whose wife had been admitted to 
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Tsifoqday’s Jordan Times^tary 
-about,* Roman Tecyte OT AnHHan 
. theiifforoatiPD was 

eririueoosly attributed -to Dr. 
Mounted Najjar. It should have 
read Mohammad Al Najjar. T iie 
restoration programme is fi- 
jrranced by Agency for 

. International 'Development 
(USAID) and not- TJNDP' as 
reported by tire jordan News 
Agency, Petra_ The Jordan Tunes 
fegrets thc mistake. ! - - -f- . 

' GOING 

The foBpwiog Estm& are com- 
puted from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daSy Arabic. press. Readers 
~ arc adnsed tbe Jisted 

lim e ■ and place with the coo- 
Qeniedzjns titnfi bas. :: •• 
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ig g M M flM of paintings and 
sc ufetor eshy Showqi ShuuM-- 
ti, Muhammad AlJaftom and 
Rff^ AI Razan at Abdul 
liaineeil Sh oraa n-Fau n d at iOB 
10 ajn^ —5 pjffl. 
RjMMtiou of printate by 
Maher AlShmddMAfiaAzt 
Gatey, te Btace BsBdShg, 

:;Citrinb aMMtion’by 
-garef Tadros and Ngjwa 
Asmab at the SpanUb-Cnlln- 
nd Centre. 


☆ Lecture entitled “The 
’ £ Jordan-German Seed Pro* 
fay fir. Niofr HadKB 
add Mr.'RJ; Eowefl d the 
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SHMEISANi BEHINH 3 HAIA CENTER . TEL: 668877/664235 


the Zarqa government hospital 
where the impostor, posing as a 
specialist, succeeded in obtaining 
JD 1,000 from the husband for 
arranging for the wife’s treatment 
for cancer. 

In another case, die impostor 
claimed that he wanted to sell his 
car, which actually belonged to 
his friend, and succedded in get- 
ting JD 3,000 in advance for the 
car. While the buyer and assumed 
seller of tbe car were at the 
Licencing Department, with tbe 
car parked outside, tbe impostor 
sneaked out to join his friend in 
the car and disappeared. 

According to the prosecutor 
general, the police were alerted 
and a intensive search was 
mounted leading to tbe arrest of 
the impostor. 


Jordan, Libya call for an 
end to inter- Arab differences 


Dr. Sharif lauded Jordan’s 
national stand and its continued 
call for unity among Arab ranks. 

Dr. Sharif, who arrived here 
Sunday on a three-day visit to 
Jordan, discussed Arab affairs 
with Dr. Arabiyat who referred 
to the common dangers and chal- 
lenges facing tbe Arab nation. 

“Jordan seeks unity of Arab 
ranks and support from its aster 
states in its endeavours to safe- 
guard national interests,” he said. 

Dr. Arabiyat referred to the 
inhuman practices against the 
Jordanians and Palestinians in 
Kuwait, expressing hope that 
efforts by Arab countries will 
succeed in putting an end to 
injustices which he said do not 
reflect the spirit of Islam. 

Dr. Sharif echoed Jordan’s for 
unity of Arab ranks in confront- 
ing Zionist and Western hostile 
moves. 

Dr. Sharif is also here to take 


part in the general conference of 
the Royal Academy for Islamic 
Gvflisation Research (Al Al Bayt 
Foundation) which will open 
Tuesday under the patronage of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 

Apart from attending the con- 
ference, Dr. Sharif will also hold 
talks with Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Raef Nijera and 
Al Al Bayt President Dr. nas- 
sereddin Al Assad to discuss 
means of bolstering ties between 
Jordanian and Libyan Islamic 
societies. 

In an arrival statement Sunday, 
Dr. Sharif paid tribute to tbe 
strong ties binding Jordan and 
Libya. During the visit he said be 
would discuss with Jordanian offi- 
cials the implementation of an 
executive programme for a Li- 
byan Jordanian agreement de- 
signed to help propagate Islamic 
education and joint projects re- 
lated to that programme. 


Water from the Wala river 
to be pumped into Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) will 
in the coming two weeks embark 
on an experimental water pump- 
ing process from Wala water 
springs, near the town of Mada- 
ba, about 40 kilometres south of 
Amman, in order to help meet 
the growing need of water sup- 
plies in tbe Amman region during 
the summer season. 

The announcement was made 
by engineer Mahmoud Htyari, 
director of WATs Operations 
Department, who said that in- 
stallations and pumping stations 
at Wala and tbe village of Lib, 
between Amman and Wala, 
would be ready for operation by 
the end of this week. 

WAJ said in April that the 
Amman governorate consumes 
up to 210.000 cubic metres of 
water daily, but the amount is 
expected to rise to 230,000 cubic 
metres a day during the summer. 

Mr. Hiyari noted in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that the Wala spring 
would be supplying the Amman 
region with nearly 1,500 cubic 
metres per boor. Less water will 
be pumped toMadaba, winch has 
less population, and the greater 
amount will reach the Amman 


area, Mr. Hiyari said. 

The decision was taken to ease 
pressure on the govemorates of 
Mafraq, Zarqa and Irbid whose 
water resources were partially 
pumped to tbe capital, Mr. Hiyari 
said. Other wafer springs that 
have been supplying water to 
Amman are located at Azraq, 
Dulefl, Swaqa and Qatraneh. 

WAJ said last April that the 
water authority last year pumped 
a total of 75 million cubic metres 
of water to Amman residents and 
that 55 per cent of this amount 
came from the artesian wells in 
tbe Amman region. 

Coinciding with the WAJ 
announcement, Munster of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation Samir Kawar 
said Monday that his ministry was 
following proper procedures to 
follow up on preliminary study on 
die damages sustained by the 
crops in the Jordan Valley region 
in the past winter season. In a 
statement to Petra. Mr. Kawar 
said that the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation had received a 
request from die prime minister's 
office for further clarifications 
about an earlier report, drawn up 
by an ad hoc committee, cm the 
damages to agricultural products. 

He said that die committee did 


not have sufficient time to com- 
plete its study of the situation and 
bad not taken into consideration 
all technical matters and labora- 
tory tests. 

A group of 21 specialists from 
the ministries of water, health, 
municipal and rural affairs as well 
as the University of Jordan and 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) had prepared the initial 
report which was submitted to the 
government. 

Referring to the pollution of 
water in the KingTalal Dam, Mr. 
Kawar said that a meeting would 
soon be held between the minis- 
tries of water and industry and 
trade to study the case of each 
separate factory within the Zarqa 
River Basin in order to determine 
the causes of die pollution and to 
find proper solutions for the 
problem. 

He said that the government 
was keen on finding solutions to 
the pollution of surface and 
underground water resources. 

Tbe minister said bis depart- 
ment was also eager to bade 
industrial production in Jordan 
and boost the national economy 
provided that should not be at the 
expense of water pollution and 
the destruction of crops. 


KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES 


will resume with immediate effect 2 flights per week in joint cooperation with Cyprus 
Airways. KLM operate worldwide to 150 stations in over 80 countries. KLM are currently, 
undergoing major restructuring of network and organisation to improve profitability. From 
their European base within the European Community, KLM are building a global network 
together with key world-partners. Therefore KLM have already major share holdings in 
Northwest Airlines, ALM Antillean Airlines, Transavia, Martinair, Air Littoral, KLM- 
Cityhopper and Air-UK. 


KLM require for immediate appointment 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 


with potential for Sales Manager KLM-Jordan with following requirements: 

☆ Sales experience of 2-5 years in Service Industry (Hotels, Carrentals, 
Touroperators) preferably from Travel Industry (Airline, Travel Agent). 

☆ Commercial feeling (Marketing & Sales knowledge and experience). 

☆ Management potential (Motivational, creative, flexible). 

☆ University Degree preferably, or min High School graduate. 

☆ English / Arabic fluency in writing and verbally. 

☆ Age between 25 and 35 years and with driving licence. 

Candidate is highly customer-oriented and quality-conscious. He / she is prepared 
to work at the airport as well.- Teamspirit and enthusiasm are essential. He / she is 
committed to achieve goals. 

Please send your application and C.V. before July 15 to: 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, 

Att: Mr. N. Fakhoury, General Manager, 

P.O.Box 1304, Amman, Jordan. 



The Reliable Airline Royal Dutch Airlines 



















Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1 991 


*2 



Jordan Times Rethinking the Middle East: Post-Gulf war questions 


An DHfcpcndral Arab pofancal «Ua» tnUbhcd in Engb* by die Jordan Prean Foundation. 
Esubtbhcd 1V7S 

v—ijVI :-i a i >1 j* jj—1 i n:... «..J. - V-j* wj. j *. C JJjj~ 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL RAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AM AD 

Editor-iii-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box $710, A mm a n , Jordan. 
Telephones: $67171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Sacred rights 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein once again reiterated his 
vision of what he would like Jordan to be. In an 
interview with the Japanese newspaper Yomiuri Shim- 
bun this week, the King said he wanted Jordan to be 
“an example” of democracy, free thought and cohe- 
sion. His Majesty emphasised that the “challenge 
before us is greater than it has ever been” and that the 
people of Jordan, regardless of where they originally 
come from, most put their minds and hearts together. 
That is why, the King said, he has chosen Mr. Taber 
A1 Masri as “a young prime minister” who has “a 
good team with him.” The King went further by 
saying that Jordanians should retain the best of Arab 
and Muslim tradition and offer it to the world. 

The King has been guiding the country through 
most turbulent times in the world's most explosive 
region. It is in no small measure due to his vision and 
leadership that Jordan has one of the best records in 
the region on h uman rights, on the rights of women 
and children and on openness to the world around os. 
However, Jordanians, inspired by their leadership, 
have always yearned for more; and they certainly 
deserve it. When the country opted for democracy in 
1989 many conservatives and opportunists held on to 
an old alibi: Jordanians are not ready for democracy. 
But our people over the last two years have proved the 
reactionaries wrong. Elections were held in the best of 
traditions, parliament was elected and convened, and 
it has played well by democratic rules and norms. The 
press, and the Jordanian media generally, has tried 
very hard to be responsible, informative and progres- 
sive and has largely succeeded in its initial mission. 
Despite this came the draft law of press and publica- 
tions, currently being read by journalists and officials 
after being distributed by the Ministry of Information, 
which does not faithfully represent the new era or 
spirit of democracy, openness and progressrveness. It 
is still premature to dwell on the different articles of 
the proposed law. However, an initial reading, with 
press laws in developed societies in mind, leaves us 
with an uneasy feeling about it. The law is replete with 
limitations and restrictions that make the process of 
free thought and free exchange of ideas look indeed 
incomplete and lacking. The right of the individuals to 
express themselves, a right at the heart of constitution- 
al democracy, is greatly curtailed. While the constitu- 
tion states that “every Jordanian has the right to freely 
express his or her opinion through speech, writing, 
images and all the means of expression,” the draft 
press and publications law imposes so many restric- 
tions, mainly through licensing of newspapers and 
publishing houses and at later stages, that it becomes a 
fundamental infringement on the right of the indi- 
vidual, which is the basic building bloc of every 
society. The right of citizens to express themselves 
freely is a sacred one. Suppression of speech is 
anathema to democracies, and we hope that this 
democracy which we are pursuing is not a tribal one. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


The Arabs consider French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas’ visit 
as an important step towards the achievement of peace in the 
Middle East, and his talks with King Hussein an expression of 
France's desire to see a just and durable peace prevailing in the 
region, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. The paper said that the Arabs 
demand the implementation of the international legitimacy and 
an end to the Arab-Israeli conflict, but for this to be achieved the 
Arabs do not require thousands of tanks and planes and rockets to 
be massed m the region. The paper said that the U.N. Security 
Council can take various measures to see the Arab rights restored 
and Israeli forces evacuating the occupied Arab territories. 
Jordan has always called for the implementation of the interna- 
tional legitimacy and has never despaired over the possibility of 
reaching a political settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
paper noted. Jordan will remain committed towards peace despite 
the fact that the United States is still adopting a double standard 
in dealing with world issues, the paper continued. But the paper 
asked what would Europe and die western nations at large do 
should Israel continue to remain intransigent and refuse to 
implement the international legitimacy? 


A columnist in AI Ra’i Arabic daily said that the health and 
medical services in the Kingdom were deteriorating as the time 
passes, and hospitalisation services are not sufficient for all 
patients, a situation which calls for speedy action represented in 
die application of a comprehensive health insurance plan that can 
benefit all citizens. 

Mo hamma d Ibrahim Daond says that the Prime Minister Mr. 
Taher Masn, has noted in a meeting last week that the health 
services have reached the red line, and this is an urgent matter 
which causes constant concern to the Jordanian public and the 
government alike. The writer notes that large numbers of people 
cxingest the health centres and the government hospitals especial- 
ly AJ Bashir Hospital in Amman but they do not receive proper 
attention. The rising prices of medicines, the growing number of 
pauents and the latest increase in the rate of charges by private 
doctors and other factors are contributing to a further deteriora- 
tion in the level of medical services to the public, the writer notes. 
The only practical and proper solution for this problem the writer 
says, is the application^ of a comprehensive health insurance 
scheme that can deal with the problem and save the Jordanian 
citizens a lot of suffering. 


By Professor Kama! NatTa 

The following is a text of an address made by the author at a 
conference organised by the National Association of Arab 
Americans on the Middle East after the Golf war, held in 
Los Angeles on April 30, 1991. Dr. Kamel Naffa is professor 
of philosophy at Fullerton College, southern California. 


SADDAM Hussein may or may 
not stay in power, but the forces 
that he unleashed, the issues be 
generated, the consequences of 
his invasion of Kuwait, the des- 
truction of both Kuwait and Iraq, 
are fundamental issues that pro- 
foundly altered the political map 
of the Middle East and the for- 
tunes and misfortunes of so many 
countries and countless of mil- 
lions of human beings. 

We Arab- Americans and con- 
cerned Americans of good will 
have the duty and responsibility 
to analyse, formulate, and recom- 
mend steps and insight to gain a 
deeper and better understanding 
of the recent conflict and its 
implications. 

I shall touch briefly on some of 
the fundamental issues generated 
by the recent conflict that I be- 
lieve will have a strong impact on 
the making of the New Middle 
East. 

This is a conflict that profound- 
ly split not only the Arab govern- 
ments. but the Arab people — 
even members of the same 
family. 

This is a conflict that shattered 
many myths about Arab unity, 
the ‘’strategic alliance" between 
Israel and the United States. 

This is a conflict that displaced 
millions of people in the Arab 
World and deprived millions of 
their source of livelihood. 

This is a conflict that sharpened 
the perception, speculation, the 
possibility of: 

1 Democratisation in the Arab 
World. 

2 The rise of Islam as a political 
force. 

3 The decline or collapse of 
Arab nationalism. 

4 The fate of the Palestinian 
movement for self determination. 

5 The seriousness, or lack of it 
for an American initiative to set- 
tle the Israeli- Palestinian conflict. 

6 Will we again see the return 
of the Palestinian to the Gulf? 

7 Can the split in the Arab 
World be healed or reconciled? 

8 Is democracy really possible 
in the Arab World? Is Islam and 
democracy compatible? Can 
democracy thrive and develop in 
an area of deep frustrations of 
severe economic and social 
problem? 

9 What do we make of the 
Bush administration pronounce- 
ments about the Middle East and 
their actions or lack of? 

10 Can justice be ever rendered 
to the Palestinians? 

11 What is meant by the New 
World Order? Is it Pax America- 
na? Is it an era of regenerated 
U.N.? 

12 How can we make sense of 
the contradictory and conflicting 
forces in the Arab World? 

13 Did America win the war 
but perhaps lost the peace? 

These and many other issues 
will be haunting us and I hope my 
colleagues will shed some light on 
these challenges. 


Now that the Middle East is 
passing through a period of great 
instability, uncertainty, the in- 
security, it behooves the thinkers 
of the region to examine the very 
foundation of their society, to 
raise critical questions, to de- 
mand answers, to discuss and 
formulate new ideas about the 
shape of things in their societies, 
the direction and destiny of their 
people. 

Unfortunately, in many coun- 
tries of the region there is a lack 
of real public forums for free, 
critical, and vigorous debates of 
the basic issues and this is a very 
sad and limiting factor. 

I. The dimension of Islam awrf 
the challenge of the modern 
world. 


Religion is one of the most 
important components of life in 
the Middle East. 

Islam has provided Arab cul- 
ture with its peculiar and particu- 
lar character whenever it was 
established and spread. Islam, 
faith of the vast majority of 
Arabs, is more than just a reli- 
gion- U is the focal point of Arab 
society for Muslims and non- 
Muslims alike, permeating that 
culture at every level: 

Political, sotial. economic as 
well as private. 

The Arab system of govern- 
ment, Arab behaviour, Arab 
values, Arab ethics are firmly 
bound to the Islamic religion. 

Fortunes of Arab success of 
failure, Arab strength or weak- 
ness. are bound to conditions of 
the Islamic religion. Whenever 
Islam was flourishing. Arab civi- 
lisation and might abounded with 
vitality, creativity, and innova- 
tion and visa versa. Equally, 
when Islam and the Arabs were 
weak, Islam was reduced to be- 
liefs transmitted blindly and reli- 
gious laws and statutes imposed 
unwisely - 

Historically, there has been a 
strong and positive correlation 
between Arab-Islamic strength 
and tolerance, openness, creativ- 
ity, and on the other hand intoler- 
ance, decadence, and stagnation 
during periods of weakness and 
defeat; when Arab fortunes 
waned and declined. 

Though secularism is an essen- 
tial component of modern Arab 
nationalism, and though secular- 
ism and religion are inherently 
incompatible, yet there is a pecul- 
iar and organic relationship be- 
tween Arab nationalism and 
Islam. 

This peculiarity manifested it- 
self during the Gulf crisis when 
Saddam Hussein, the leader of a 
secular Arab nationalist move- 
ment and ideology (Al Baath) 
invoked Islam as the spiritual 
impulse of Arab nationalism. His 
attempt failed and contradictions 
between faith and nationalism 
became quite apparent. 

The failure of Arab national- 
ism as a guiding and fighting 


ideology has ted to the rise of 
Islam as a substitute force and 
ideology in the Arab World. 
“Islam is the solution" is a slogan 
sweeping the Middle East and the 
recent elections in Jordan and 
Algeria is an indication that Isla- 
mic political groupings are scor- 
ing major victories. 

The defeat of Iraq, the defeat 
of the secular ideology of the Al 
Baath political party in its con- 
frontation with the West, will 
lead to the rise and spread of 
Islamic fundamentalism in the 
whole region, and we will have 
Islamic republics in several coun- 
tries of the Middle East. 

I fear the rise of religious states 
whether they are Christian, Jew- 
ish, or Muslim. Religious states 
by their very nature are dosed, 
dogmatic and fanatical. 

A vigorous attachment to reli- 
gion is an attachment to the past 
which leads us not to pay atten- 
tion to the present. History has 
taught us that defeat is the fate of 
all who attempt to tight the pre- 
sent with the past. 

If religion regains predomi- 
nance in the new order of the 
Middle East, coupled with the 
rejection of secularism, mod- 
ernisation, and pluralism. I am 
afraid we will be entering a new 
dark age. 

There is no alternative for the 
Arab people if they wish to sur- 
vive and triumph in this battle, 
which is the source and axis of all 
battles, there is no alternative but 
to become rationalists. Through 
rationalism, they will understand 
that their first problem is their 
cultural and mental backward- 
ness and the importance of be- 
lieving in truth and reason, open 
up to what is good no matter 
where it comes from, and critical- 
ly examine their conditions. 

Openness to what is good no 
matter where it comes from was a 
characteristic of the golden age of 
Arab-Muslim civilisation when 
the Arabs assimilated, inte- 
grated, and absorbed the best in 
the traditions of the countries 
they conquered and ruled. 

The tragedy of the Gulf war 
should demonstrate to us the 
positive elements of rationalism 
and virtues of the liberated and 
organised mind. 

Contemporary Arab society 
has reached a tragic stage of 
moral and spiritual bankruptcy. 
The collapse of the Arab League 
is a good example. 

The future belongs to those 
who deserve it and the Arabs 
must join the modern world. By 
joining the modern world. I mean 
first the capacity to treat the 
individual Arab person with 
dignity and respect I mean the 
sanctity of the individual. 

The destruction of Kuwait and 
Iraq demonstrated the utter dis- 
regard of the worthiness of the 
individual human life in our con- 
temporary cnlture. The Arab 
masses are tools to feed the egos 
and ambitions of their leaders. 

Talk about freedom abounds in 
our Arab societies but the real 
meaning of freedom eludes most 
of our current concerns. 

By freedom I mean 1) indi- 
viduals are responsible to a great 
extent for their own destiny, 2) 


Problems without solutions 


By Dr.Abdni Rahim MaOuts 
IN the Arab World, we have 
many problems. For a better 
understanding of these prob- 
lems. the following is an 
attempt at classifying them into 
more comprehensible and 
manageable categories. 

1. Problems with no solu- 
tions or “PNS.” These are 
problems one should try to 
forget and submerge every 
time they happen to surface 
into one’s concerned aware- 
ness. They are characterised 
by being deeply rooted in our 
culture, and probably in our 
DNA. They are chronic dis- 
eases whose chances of cure 
even a genetic optimist can 
become pessimistic about. Any 
attempt at tackling these prob- 
lems is a mere waste of time and 
energy. A representative sam- 
ple of PNS is our preoccupa- 

.tion with sex, and a parallel 
towards life. 

2. Nonsolvable problems, or 
“NSP.” These are usually ma- 
jor problems that form the 
basis of most of our other 
problems. They are the ones 
we cannot solve, mainly be- 
cause we are afraid to solve. - 
They are taboo issues guarded 
by primitive cats ready to 
scratch any instigator. Prob- 
lems in this category are usual- 
ly closely related to the ones in 
the first category, or are a 
logical result of them. In this 
category you will find the prob- 
lem of overgrowth. 

3. Solvable problems that 
should not be solved, “SPNS." 
These are real problems that 
we train ourselves to look at as 
simple irritants, and do not 
attempt to seriously and 
earnestly solve. They are the 
kind that, if solved, will create . 
real problems that we always 


sought to avoid. After all, they 
are the problems we have 
accepted in order to sidetrack 
other problems that we could 
not originally manage. In this 
category sits the problem of 
our national debt. 

4. Solvable problems that 
cannot be solved, “SPCS.” 
Though it looks veiy strange, 
these problems are very real. 

_ Think of problems like when 
you think of tins category. 

“No matter what clas- 
sification one chooses, 
one cannot fully 
understand the non- 
solvability of oar 
problems unless one 
can bring hims elf to 
believe that, for cultu- 
ral reasons, the 
majority of ns do not 
necessarily differenti- 
ate between fact and 
fantasy.” 


5. Solvable problems that 
are not solved, “SPANS." 
These are simple and snail 
problems that we can solve, 
but that we do not solve, be- 
cause we think we can easily 
solve them at any time, or 
because we think that time can 
solve them for us. In this categ- 
ory lies, well, of our problems. 

6. Preventable problems, 

“PP.” These are nonexistent 
problems that we help realise 
and vitalise, prior to adding 
them, as new items, to the ones 
in the previous category. By 
the way, many of the problems 
in the aforementioned categor- 
ies were originally resident m 
this compartment. Pollntion 
lies here permanently. 

7. Problems for others to 
solve, “POS." These are our 
biggest problems. These are 


problems that we do not like to 
solve ourselves, and insist that 
others should for us. Here you 
find ail our problems. 

This is only one classification 
built mainly on the factor of 
solvability. Different classifica- 
tions built on either the 
'psychological origins of these 
problems, or their historico- 
cul rural background do exist. 

However, no matter what 
classification one chooses, one 
cannot fully understand the 
nonsolvability of our problems 
unless one can bring himself to 
believe that, for cultural 
reasons, the majority of us do 
not necessarily differentiate 
between fact and fantasy. The 
real and the surreal blend so 
easily together in our life, that 
roost of our problems go out of 
real focus and therefore do not 
fall on factual retinae. 

It is not surprising, there- 
fore, to notice that most of our 
problems are either in. or shift- 
ing to, the nonsovlable cate- 
gories. This is so because an 
increasing number of our peo- 
ple are led to believe that our 
problems are created only be- 
cause we try to solve them. 

The same people believe that 
efforts made for solving these 
broblems are fruitless, and that it is 
much better to spare our time 
and energy for a more reward- 
ing investment. To their mind, 
all our attention should be 
directed towardds preparing 
ourselves for another world, 
the ultimate world, where 
there is ony happiness, and no 
problems to solve at all! 

8. Major problems that 
should be solved, “MPS.” 
These are problems that 
should be sJoved, before other 
problems can be solved. In this 
category you find the same list 
as in the first category. 


that man is an end rather than a 
means, this means that man is the 
highest value and that all institu- 
tions including government exist 
to serve the individual and ex- 
pand his freedoms, and 3) that 
good and evil are rooted in man's 
nature and the short comings of 
the social order or system. Moral- 
ity is not divine revelation. 

Human freedom implies that 
man is a rational being capable of 
determining events, rather than 
events being determined by di- 
vine intervention. God and the 
angels did not intervene to save 
Saddam Hussein from certain de- 
feat. 

By rationalism 1 mean that die 
world of nature is the only real 
world, man. is the aim of exist- 
ence, reason is the distinctive 
mark of man and the avenue 
through which he arrives at the 
truth and discovers reality. 
Reason is conducive to doubt and 
doubt is essential for critical 
thinking which we need badly in 
the new phase of Middle Eastern < 
reconstruction, rehabilitation,* 
and reconciliation. 


Somebody might ask the ques- 
tion why am I emphasising the 
abstract, the theoretical, the 
academic. My reply is that man is 
what he thinks and what you 
think determines what you do. 
This applies to individuals, 
groups, and nations. Thought is 
the foundation of action. In the 
Middle East we need more 
rational, scientific thought and 
outlook and less mythical and 
poetic language where truth and 
objectivity are submerged in self- 
deception and self-deluding. 

What the Middle East needs in 
the coming years is an intellectual 
revolution similar to the one that 
swept Europe before and after 
the French Revolution. 


II. The dimension of militarisa- 
tion 


The Middle East arms race is 
out of control. It has its roots in 
the Arab-Israeli dispute as weU as 
in the intra-Arab rivalry. 

The Middle East, with less than 
3 per cent of the world popula- 
tion, accounts for more than 8 per 
cent of the world's military 
spending. Governments here 
spend in excess of 5350 annually 
per person — three times the 
world average — for military 
purposes. The Middle East coun- 
tries account for 42 per cent of 
the world’s aims imports. These 
huge expenditures have turned 
the Middle East into the world’s 
largest arms bazaar. 

The Bush administration is 
vigorously pushing foreign arms 
sales. We have a multibillion dol- 
lar package of high tech weapons 
for five Gulf allies being prom- 
oted, government-backed loans 
for defence exports, strong State 
Department support that these 
new arms deals are in the national 
interest. 

While projections for national 
defence are to decrease, arms 
exports are to increase as an 
economic bailout for the defence 


industry ignoring the risks they 
carry for world peace. 

Talk about creating a new 
world order and curbing arms 
proliferation not- withstanding 
the administration is tilting to- 
wards the view that what is good 
for the defence industry is good 
for America. 

In the Middle East, eronomic 
development, regional stability, 
and democratisation are under- 
mined by pumping arms into 
these volatile regions. The only 
benefactors are the weapons 
makers. These defence exporters 
are receiving cooperative support 
from U.S. agencie's like the 
embassies. 

Over the next five years, 
annual defence spending is pro- 
jected to decrease by $56 billion 
in constant dollars, but defence 
companies are expecting to dou- 
ble their exports in the 1990's. 

Now we have an unpre- 
cedented opportunity for the 
U.S. to pursue a policy of arms 
control rather than arms exports. 
Even the oil-rich countries of the 
Gulf area (Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait) can ill afford a new 
round of arms competition. Many 
of the so-called moderate friendly 
government in the Middle East 
will use these arsenals of weapons 
against domestic opponents and 
thus any hope of genuine demo- 
cratisation and free choice of 
governments will be crushed. 

One of the vital needs of the 
Middle East in the era of the New 
Work Order is not only the curb- 
ing of the proliferation of danger- 
ous weapons but the demilitarisa- 
tion of the whole region including 
Israel which has the only stock- 
pile of nuclear weapons in the 
region. 

In the long run, the arms race 
and the policies to spur foreign 
sales will come back to haunt the 
U.S. Unchastened by the results 
of foreign arms sales to Iraq, the 
future will bring about another 
Saddam Hussein to destabilise 
the region. 


Ill — The dimension of justice 


The Arab condition before 
Saddam Hussein struck and 
annexed Kuwait was really bad. 
The Arab World felt it was being 
passed over by history, left on the 
sidelines. History, democracy, 
and freedom were celebrated in 
Germany, Eastern Europe. The 
Arab World tyrants were still in 
power, while elsewhere they were 
collapsing and executed! The 
Soviet Union was breaking with 
its orthodoxy, while a rigid ortho- 
doxy was left holding its sway in 
the Arab World. The Arabs feh 
weak, being left behind. We can’t 
even stop (he Russian Jews from 
immigrating to Israel. 

The Arabs had dreams and 
resentments. Dreams of a strong 
unified Arab nation. Resent- 
ments over the betrayal of Euro- 
pean and American powers and 
frustrations over the continued 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank, Southern Lebanon, and 
the Golan Heights. They dreamt 
of a leader who would set history 


right again. It was Gama! Abdul Hr 
Al Nasser of Eygpt three decadefi ■ 
ago. it was Saddam Hussein ini 
1990. 

Saddam not- only annexec 
Kuwait but annexed the dreaml' 
and resentments! of many of thA 
Arab masses and particularly tbJfc 
Palestinians .who thought 
fbund in him the "Great Libe«**®-^ 
ator. ** In the Iraqi leader, despi 
many lingering doubts, ignorin 
his brutal past, they saw iu hit 
the instrument of redemption aqjjSj 
salvation. A second Nasser wit® 
teeth. 

To many Arabs, the' conques^y ':V. 
of Kuwait represented by dawn o&:£' ■'** 
a new age, a death blow to the ok£* ■ 
order. Saddam' acted out theii 
rage against the West Saddam 11 ' 
struck a responsive chord among 
the Palestinians with his threats g 
and bravado. The sun bad risen 3 
again over the old impasse and v 
the Palestinians were looking for 
deliverance at the hands of a 
leader who threatened to hit 
Israel with chemical weapon, to 
torch "half of the country.” The 
crowd on the West Bank and?^'... : 
Gaza did not know exactly what ■ 
the binary chemical weapons was' 
but they assumed it was a weapon ’ 
of wonder that would bring the; ! 
invincible Israelis to heel. 

Moreover, Saddam sought to r-- 
speak to the Arab masses, to ' • 
appeal to their sense of deprava- . 
tion relative to the Kuwaitis and. 7 "I 
Saudis. To many Palestinians and ' - 

Arab intellectuals Saddam Hubw’- .!... 
sc in in the embodiment of Arab?' - - 

frustrations, resentments, *• .j 
dreams, and deprivations. It is: ■ • 

equally true that his conquest of:- . 
Kuwait, its destruction and loot-/ 
ing, his depleting of the Iraqi:: 
treasury on senseless ware with 
Iran and the West, bis past and / 
recent brutality aganist his peo-.r.- - 
pie, belie die posturing that he is < 
the new Saladin, the embodiment.;';- '' 7 
of the anguish of the Arab soul/? - 

Though Saddam Hussein bet-V; 
rayed the trust, hopes, and 7 .v- 
dreams of the Arab masses by his ---.. . " 
miscalculations and primitive;, .re- 
thinking and diplomacy, the- - r- - 
issues of injustice are still await-- 7 . 
ing fair and just solution. !7- 

Down deep in the Arab, and. . 7 . - _ . 
especially Palestinian, psyche,/', 
there is a crying longing for jus-i.. . 
tice. 7 V . . . 

As Arab- Americans of good “ 7 . - 
will this is an area where we can 
and should exercise some influ-."’ ' 
ence. It is becoming increasingly " ' ‘ 
dear not only to us but the bulk / 
of the American public that the^. . 
outstanding issue in the Middle;;'^ - 
East must be resolved and re- ' — 
solved soon. That the festering*- 1 
Palestinian- Israeli conflict most ■*-' 
be solved with fairness and the •- ' •' 
New World order, with the re- : v 
surgence of the U.N., would be a - ~ - 

distant dream unless the U.N. - v • 
and the U.S. bring .the same 
resolution, determination, con- 
certed action to the Palestinian ' 
question as they did to the !-. ' 
Kuwaiti situation. The real new . . - 
challenge of the U.N. is the dial- c r 
lenge of Palestine. It is the testing • 
ground of the hope of the U.N. ! ’ 
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■ 'f By DebUe Lovatt . 
Special to the Jordan Times 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
~^.Th*? walls in the Arab qnar- 
jer of toe waited city of old 
jk . Jerusalem are covered in plata 
oy Paii °t colourful, artistic graffiti 

Ua £2/ On some walls the writing is in 
iboiSfcj 1 ' s °PP ort the various move- 
meats for the liberation of 
Palestine. In other places the 
^ Palestinian flag (banned by 
• i Israel) has been daubed, and 
. there are slogans in certain 
hnj i d ;;m - areas saying “tong five 

V , Hussein.” 

#cst * old Jerusalem the Patesti- 

y a Pw;; . man uprising, which Is better' 

. known as intifada* now half 
a J : 'v - ' ^ through its fourth year,. 
°f ’ _gpes unnoticed by many tour- 

*1® RtT , ists. Veiyiew foreign visitors 


notmean that we are divided. 
Everyone is together in this 
struggle for liberation. We 
know that if we divide we will 
forget the main issue and what 
onr fight. Is for.” 

Kanm is the 30-year-old 
proprieter of die largest souve- 
nir shop here. Most days he 
can be seen sitting outside his 
shop with a couple of his cro- 
nies doing 'nothing. 

The economic situation is 
“bad, today is better than 
tomorrow," said Karim. “We 
have to pay 60 per cent tax on 
thinip we tray. Food is very 
expensive and the prices are 
going up afl the time." 

Karim speaks for many 
when he says: “The world has 
forgotten ns. Why does the 
world help the Kuwaitis and 


us ». tend are able to 7 T "the Kurds but not' us? Why 

: “~ J — ““ - j were United Nations resolu- 

tions concerning Iraq and 
Kuwait enforced while resolu- 
tions concerning Israel are not 
implemented?” 

: -When the strike starts at 1 
pan., Karim goes home. “We 
are afraid to walk in the streets 
because they (Israeli soldiere) 
may take yon and you don’t 
know where you’ll end up. 
Many people are sick and fired 
from ttte stress. It is safer to go 
home and stay toefe. We can’t 
do anything because of the 
soldiers. For example, the 
symbol for Palestine is an olive 
tree.. Silversmiths make them 
and we wear it on a drain. If 
the soldiers see us wearing it 
we get into trouble,” he ex- 
plained. 

Majid is an out of work 
23-year-old. His most recent 
job was as a waiter in a Dead 
Sea hotel. But “during the 
Gulf crisis no tourists came, 
foe hotels were dosing down 
so there was no work any 
more,” he whispered, w hi lst 
looking around nervously and 
asking if he could talk in a cafe 
rather than in the open street. 

The dean but cramped ten- 
table cafe be chose had two 
other customers. “This used to 
be always foil, it’s the best cafe 
in the old city, but look how 
it’s empty now,” said Majid 
gestruing at the empty red 
formica-topped tables. 

Majid has two brothers. One 
works as a nurse in a hospital 
in the West Bank, and the 
other, in toe words of Majid, 
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“got angry with the intifada 
and said he didn't like hearing 
bad news every day so he 
found himself an American 
girlfriend and they flew to toe 
U.S. And he’s been there ever 
since. I also wanted to leave 
and gp abroad to make a good 
future, but the Israelis 
wouldn’t let me go. They say 
it’s not allowed, I don’t know 
why. They say they need prop- 
er proof ni return.” 

Since toe intifada started 
Majid has been arrested seven 
times. “Once,” he recalled, 
“one afternoon, I was walking 
on my own in the street and the 
soldiers took me. They took 
me to gaol. They put me with 
about 500 people in a big place 
and then the soldiers beat us 
with sticks and guns and kicked 
us with their feet. After six or 
seven hours they let us go 
home.” 

A lot of people joke abuuL 
prison saying: “Prison is good 
because when they let you ont 
you think you are free.” 

Like a lot of boys his age, 
Majid spends a lot of time on 
his own. “It’s safer to be on 
your own, so I come to the cafe 
and sit doing nothing. Some- 
times even the cafes aren't safe 
though- One time I was sitting 
here doing nothing and the 
soldiers came and took every- 
one to gaol. I don't do any- 
thing for toe intifada. I don’t 
speak about politics. In the 
beginning 1 used to, but now 
rm really afiuitL” 

All this young man wants is 
“to be happy, to have a nice 
wife, a nice house, some 
money and to be free to go 
where I want without having to 
always be showing my identity 
card and being afraid. I want 
the intifada finished soon with 
a good solution for both sides. 
I don’t know what kind of 
solution though because Fm 
■ (living right here) in the middle 
of things.” 

Talking with people in the 
old city for only five minutes 
each would leave one with the 
impression that Palestinians 
have total conviction about 
fighting for the restoration of 
all of their historical land. 

However, 20 minutes of con- 
versation or so, they climb 
down from their positions. 
One shopkeeper said: “We 
want a separate state in the 


West Bank, for example, be- 
cause we know what toe Jews 
went through in the past and 
everyone has the right to live 
somewhere in peace. But we 
cannot five like this without 
any rights.” 

The slogan “land for peace" 
is often voiced, but is followed 
by an assumption that rights 
will be restored concurrently 
with land. 

Omar works with tourists as 
a guide around the old city and 
anywhere else visitors want to 
go. He believes that the res- 
toration of human rights 
should come before Land and 
that land would follow. “Once 
we have our rights we will be 
less frustrated and this will 
reduce toe feelings of agression 
we have,” he said sipping a cup 
of Turkish coffee because the 
too wanted to talk away from 
the eyes of toe Israeli soldiers 
standing at the top of the steps 
leading down to Damascus 
Gate and on top of a building 
overlooking it 

Fear of the Israeli soldiers 
and arrest runs high. After the 
shops dose at 1 p.m. until 
sunset the streets contain fewer 
and fewer people. Only young 
children play outside near toeir 
homes. After -sunset toe Arab 
quarter is quiet and lone foot- 
steps echo in the twilight. 

In the, early hours of the 
morning the only footsteps to 
be heared in the old city belong 
to soldiers or tourists returning 
to their hostels after a few 
drinks- in the new dty. 

One American tourist with 
dark hair and non-Caucasian 
looks was stopped by soldiere 
on his way bade late one night. 
“Show me your identification 
card,” demanded one soldier 
.agressively. The tourist took 
out his U.S. passport. “What 
are you doing hare? Do you 
know you’re in the Arab quar- 
ter and it’s not safe?” fired 
another soldier. The slightly 
tipsy young American ex- 
plained he was staying in this 
part of town and be was just 
going back to sleep. The sol- 
diere told him it would be 
better and safer if he stayed in 
the new dty. “I study Arabic. I 
want to be here where it's 
friendly and the new dty is too 
expensive anway,” said the 
student before going on his 
way. 


NOW, 

TO THE GULF 
FOUR TIME; 

A WEEK 
GULF A 
STYLE 



■prom 1 July, Gulf Air increases the 

JL 

before - Doha, Bahrain, Muscat and 

number of flights from Amman to give 

Abu Dhabi. Naturally on every flight 

you four services a week to major 

you can enjoy our famous traditional 

destinations in the Gulf. 

hospitality and inflight service. 

Convenient afternoon departures 

For more information on routes 

leave Amman at 3.1 5 pm every Monday, 

and services contact your local travel 

Thursday, Friday and Sunday offering 

agent, or call us and discover the delights 

a wider choice of destinations than 

of flying, Gulf Air style. 



GULF AIRW&JAMObib 


Reservations: 653613 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AR FREM3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KANAKA SONS 

TEL 004676 604696 




Many viRas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nlshed. 

Also many lots of land arej 
available for sale. 

For further details, pleasel 
-call 

BAbdonn Real 


|Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


BLIOlin t, 

The first & best 
- Chinese Restourant 
InJordan 

1st Grek, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyy&i Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p:m , ' 
&30-Midwght 

Tef/smm 



Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisanl - Grindlsys Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 

/ CHENS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servich 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop ami get> 

* JUMBO photo 
30% larger 

From onlargm- 
20 x 30 cm 


S hm e wan i - 
Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tefr 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQ 


AQQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
fonwarding. storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 

Agents ad over the world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 890852 
>.O.Box 926487 Aim 
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Skilled Chinese Chefs 



AustraLia 
Insurance Services 




All Types Of Insurance: 

MOTOR •MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FIRE # TRAVEL CtXJPQN 

•PRSONAL ACCOENT • ENG1NGBUNG 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
1*1:610948 Fax: 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 




The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


it.viroini. 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Jr 




The Re&ncyPtikxe Hold «**-* 


lobby lounge 





- .Arri.Tn." 
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Agassi and Sabatini 
advance at .Wimbledon 


WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Andre Agassi, gaming grass- 
court confidence with each 
■match, defeated Dutch teenager 
'Richard Krajicek in straight sets 
on a drizzly Monday at Wimble- 
don. 

. Agassi did not lose his serve in 
the 7-6, 6-3, 7-6 victory. He won 
the first tie-breaker 7-5 and 
■finished off the third-round 
match with a 7-2 tie-breaker. 

The fifth seed struggled 
through five sets in his first-round 
victory over Grant Connell and 
needed four sets to defeat Goran 
Pripic in the second round. But 
he dominated Krajicek Mem day, 
facing few break points in the 
match. 

“As the days go by Tm starting 
to understand the concept of the 
grass/’ Agassi said. ’Tm getting 
a much better feel as the matches 
go along.” 

Gabriela Sabatini overcame a 
slow start to defeat Nathalie 
Tauziat 7-6, 6-3, becoming the 
first seeded player to reach the 
quarterfinals. Her next opponent 
will be Laura Gildemeister, who 
upset eighth seed Katerina 
Maleeva 3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

Sabatini, the second seed, fell 
behind S-2 in the opening set 


against the llth-seeded Tauziat. 
But she rallied to force a tie- 
breaker, which Sabatini won 7-3. 

The tie-breaker was inter- 
rupted by a 28-minute rain delay 
and the day’s start of play was 
delayed for about an hour by light 
rain, but the wet weather had 
vanished by early afternoon. 


Connors defeated 


Jimmy Connors was the star in 
defeat, but be bad a supporting 
cast of thousands of young fans 
on a very un traditional day at 
Wimbledon. 

They applauded the ballboys 
and belted out soccer songs. They 
counted each stroke out loud 
daring warmups. They hollered 
“Jim-mee, Jim-mee” at a player 
twice their age. 

All in the staid centre court 
stadium. And on the middle Sun- 
day — a traditional day of rest at 
the to ornament since 1877. 

“The atmosphere was great to- 
day,” Connors said after Kmping 
out of the tournament in straight 
sets to fellow American Derrick 
Rostagno. “It was a different 
crowd, not the traditionalists giv- 
ing you the ‘jolly good'.” 


The rain that had caused a 
huge backlog of matches during 
the opening five days returned 
briefly Sunday. But it did little to 
dampen the enthusiasm of 25,000 
fens, some of whom stood in line 
overnight for tickets they normal- 
ly have no dunce of getting. 
The All England chib reluctant- 
ly agreed to break tradition by 
playing Sunday because of the 
traffic jam of matches. Since no 
jtfckets had been sold in advance, 
they were made available on a 
first-come, first-serve bads. 

“The committee are deter- 
mined this should not be seen as a 
precedent,” said Quis Gorringe, 
the club’s chief executive. “It was 
forced upon ns by the extreme 
weather conditions.” 





Though Connors lost his third- 
round match 7-6, 6-1, 6-f, the 
fens exulted in his gutsy perform- 
ance. Connors refused to quit 
despite injuring his leg in the first 
set. 

“For somebody who was not 
supposed to play Wimbledon, to 
do this well is really a lot of fim,” 
said the 38-year-old Connors, 
who had wrist surgery last winter. 
Connors won Wimbledon in 1974 
and 1982. 


Jimmy Coosors 

‘Tve done my duty here. Fve 
given this place everything that 
Tve had to give. I broke my back 
for them. I didn’t mind bleeding 
and doing whatever it took to 
play my best tennis, and now I 
still hke doing that. But this is 
just all gravy for me.” 

There were plenty of other 
things to cheer — Ivan Lendl 
rallied from two sets down to win, 
while John McEnroe and top 
seed Stefan Ed berg of Sweden 
advanced to a fourth-round dash. 
Sixteen seeded men and women 
won their matches Sunday. 

Lendl, a seven-time semifinal- 
ist whose bid to win his first 
Wimbledon has turned into an 
annual crusade, nearly ended his 
1991 campaign in a second-round 
match against American MaKvai 
Washington. 


Italy pulls ahead in Mediterranean games 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Italy 
easily pulled ahead of the pact at 
the 11th Mediterranean games 
Sunday, dominating all swimming 
events and garnering 10 gold 
medals. 

There are about 3,500 athletes 
from 18 Mediterranean countries 
taking part in 23 events. The 
games end July 12. 

The Italian team Tacked up a 
total of 23 medals, followed by 
France with 15 and Turkey with 
four. 

The Turkish team won three 
gold medals in weighlifting, all 
won by Halil Multu in the 52- 
kilogram category. The Turkish 
team is expected to dominate the 
event with Olympic champion 


NaimSuleymanoglou competing in 
the 60-kilogram category Mon- 
day. 

Injured last week after step- 
ping on a sea urchin, Suleyma- 
oogiou is still the dear favourite. 
His lesser-known brother, 
Muharrem, is competing in the 
75-kilogram dass. 


Italy took the gold in nine out 
of 15 swimming events. It also 
won seven silver medals and six 
bronze medals. 

France won seven gold medals 
Sunday, four in swimming, two in 
judo and one in weightlifting. 

Although Italy swept the swim- 
ming events, France’s four gold 
medalists set new Mediterranean 


games records. 

They were Sophie Kamoun in 
the in women’s 50-metre freestyle 
with a time of 2 minutes and 29 
seconds, Cedric Pemcand in the 
200-metre breastoke with 2:15,39 
and Eric Rebourg in the 200- 
metre backstroke with 2 KJ2.11. 
The women’s 4 x 100 freestyle 
team also made a new Med games 
record with 3:52,56. 


Spain’s women’s gymnastics 
team also gave that country its 
first medal in the team competi- 
tion Sunday. 

In another development, 
Slovenian athletes taking part in 
the 11th Mediterranean games 
Monday said their decision to 


leave was irreversible. 

“We have decided to leave 
because of what happened and 
what’s happening but most of all 
because the blood of our brothers 
was spilled,” Rajmon Debevec, 
28, the head of the Slovenian 
Athletes Union said. 

Debevec, a member of the 
shooting team, and 27 Slovenian 
athletes decided to conform with 
weekend orders from their break- 
away republic's sports federation 
and pull out of the games. 

There are about 3,500 athletes 
from 18 Mediterranean countries 
taking part in 23 events at the 
games, which end July 12. 

Most of the Slovenian athletes 
will fly ont of Athens Tuesday. 


Soviet double upsets U.K., worries Germans 


FRANKFURT, (R) A Soviet 
double at the European Cup Fin- 
al at the weekend has left Britain 
bitter and Germany contemplat- 
ing the decline of their women 
stars from the east. 

Britain’s men, who won the. 
biennial event for the first time 
two years ago, were originally 
declared winners after a Soviet 
runner was disqualified for run- 
ning out of his lane in thel x 400 
metres relay, the race of the 
two-day competition. 

But an hour later jury officials 
upheld an appeal by the Soviet 
team and declared them cham- 
pions for the sixth time with 114 
points, ahead of Britain on 110.5 
and Germany on 108. 

The Soviet women clinched the 
double when they stopped United 
Germany matching the victory of 
the former Communist East Ger- 
many in 1989. The Soviets 
finished with 113 points, ahead of 
the Germans on 109 with Britain 


third on 81. 

After watching a British televi- 
sion slow motion replay of the 4 x 
400 relay, Britain’s director of 
coaching Frank Dick was angry 
. about the-ruling. The jury did not 
see the British television tape 
before making its decision. 

“The tape is dear that the 
Russian’s foot was out of bis 
lane/’ he said. “We know we 
have won. This is the worst thing 
Tve ever seen. It’s incredible.” 

The dramatic climax was ironic 
since Britain would have retained 
the title had they themselves not 
been disqualified from Saturday's 
4 x 100 relay after an illegal final 
baton change which dearly took 
place beyond the permitted box. 

Victory safeguarded the Soviet 
Union’s place in the World Cup 
in Cuba next year. 

The final outcome was rough 
justice for the British who had 
dominated on the track and won 
nine of the total 20 events. The 


Soviets were winners in just two 
field events. 

Cohn Jackson’s flowing victory 
in the 110 hurdles, Peter. Elliott's 
gritty final sprint to bold off 
European Champion Jens-Peter 
Herald in the 1,500 and Roger 
Black’s determined run in the 
outside lane to take the 400 were 
among the highlight * 


Sergeyva in the 100 metres. 

Petra Meier-Felke was more 
til an 15 metres below her javelin 
World Record and finished a 
poor third. 


East Germany dominated the 
women's event in the north-east 
English city of Gateshead in 
1989, winning by some 25 points. 
A But many of their athletes, who 
enjoyed massive state funding 
nnder the Communists, have 
struggled to adapt to the harsher 
- commercial climate of sport in 
tiie west since last year's unifica- 
tion. 

European triple sprint cham- 
pion Katrin Krabbe continued 
her disappointing season by los- 
ing out to Soviet athlete Irina 


But Heike Drechsler, given su- 
perb support by the Frankfort 
crowd, produced five leaps over 
seven metres to win the long 
jump with 7.20 metres. 

German athletics officials, who 
have had to cope with a series of 
doping scandals since unification, 
are dearly aware that the world 
may put the poor form down to 
the former cist’s alleged use of 
perfonnance-enhandng drugs. 


“It could be said that the dop- 
ing problem had played a role,” 
said coaching director Manfred 
Steinbach. “But many of the 
athletes have also been forced to 
deal with major changes in their 
training environment too.” 


Al Hussein heads 
Premier League 


By Ahmed Ismail 

AMMAN . . — Al Hussein dub made a bursting start in the 
first stage of the Premier League by beating Al Karmcl 6-1 to take 
the lead. 

A hat trick from midfielder Arif Hussein led Al Hussein to an 
obvious domination. They never faced the expected tough form 
from the newcomers to the Premier League competition. Their 
players moved freely during the 90 minutes and had everything 
under control. They kept their lead, thanks to their superior 
goal-difference over dose rivals, Al Faisah, Al Wahdat and Al 
Ramtha who scored their first wins. 

Al Faisah, the tide holders, strengthened with a powerful team 
in the front lines, with top international superstar Jamal Abu 
Abed beat Al Jeel 3-0 and enjoyed their temporary second 
position. They are followed by Al Wahdat who scored a 
convincing 2-0 win over Al Ahli. 

Al Wahdafs international forward Jihad ' Abdul Mune’m 
enjoyed his happiest day when he found his old form to strike 
skfltfofly and scored the first goal in the 76th minute. 

Al Ramtha, the team that will represent Jordan at the Asian 
Clubs Tournament to be held in Bangladesh on July 20, got their 
1-0 first win over Al Arabi in their first appearance at Irbid 
Stadium. 

Al Ramtha’s promising players who were awarded a controver- 
sial penalty in the 87th minute, went straight into the attack from 
the start, needing to boost their morale to be sure of their 
preparation for the Asian finals. Hussein Abu Hidhieb and Salim 
Dhiyabat showed excellent performance and Dbiyabat scored the 
decisive goal from the penalty spot. Their goalkeeper Ahmad Al 
Zu’bi kept Al Arabi counter-attacks at bay with a series of 
dramatic saves. 

Al Jazira held to 1-1 draw with Al Qadissiya in an ill-tempered 
match. Both ranked temporary in the 5th and 6th position 
respectively, fallowed by pointless tally dubs of Al Arabi, Al 
Ahli, Al Jeel and Al Kaxmel. 

The second stage of the Jordanian Premier League is doe to 
begin Wednesday. Al Qaddissiya will face Al Ahli at Ammans Al 
Hussein Sports CSty. Al KarmaJ will host their arch rivals Al 
FUsali at Irbid Stadium Thursday, whereas Al Wahdat will face 
Al Jeel Friday in Amman. 

Also on Friday, Al Ramtha win meet Al Jazira and Al Arabi 
will host Al Hussein in Irbid. 


LOCAL SPORTS IN BRIEFS 


Al Arabi to miss Tunisia tournament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Arabi sporting dub — holders of the 
Handball League Cup — will not take part in the 14th Arab Clubs 
Handball Tournament due to be held in Tunisia next September. 
The Chib's spokesman said that the cost of participation led to 
this decision. Instead his team will enter a (ranting camp in 
Baghdad to prepare for the next season. 


Tae Kwon Do team to compete in Istanbul 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian Tae Kwon Do National Team is 
expected to take part in the Istanbul World Tournament due to be 
held during the period Aug. 7-12. A Jordan Tae Kwon Do 
Federation (JTP) spokesman said that the participation in this 
tournament will be confined to those who got medals in the world 
championship concluded recently in Yugoslavia. 


Youth Ministry Invited to Moscow 

, AMMAN (J.T.) — 'Jordanian Ministry of Youth received an 
invitation from the Soviet Sports Committee to visit Moscow and 
to be acquainted with the youth and sports activities in Soviet 
Union. ■. — 


Honduras routs Jamaica; 
Mexico stops Canada 


LOS ANGELES (R) Luis 
CaKx scored in both halves in 
Honduras’ crushing 5-0 defeat of 
Jamaica m the Goncacaf Gold 
Cup soccer tournament at the Los 
Angeles Coliseum Sunday to 
maintain their impressive playing 
record. 

Honduras lead group A on goal 
difference over Mexico, who beat 
Canada 3-1 in the night's second 
match. 

Honduras and Mexico each 
have four points from two wins in 


two games in the round-robin 
portion of the tournament. 

Honduras have scored nine 
goals and conceded two, while 
Mexico has a seven-two tally. 
They are set to meet in the group 
A final Wednesday. 

Mexico cracked Canada’s de- 
fence in the third minute when 
Carlos Hermosillo scored his 
third goal of the tournament. 
Luis Roberto Alves dribbled 
down the right and fed Hermosil- 
lo for a short-range shot. 


Portugal win World Youth Cup 


LISBON (R) — Portugal won 
their second successive world 
youth soccer title by beating Bra- 
zil 1-2 on penalties after 120 
minutes of goalless soccer. 

It was a bad night for Brazilian 
striker Elber who had two early 
goals ruled out for offside, hit a 
post and then missed a penalty in 
the shoot-out. Team mate Mar- 
quinhos also missed his spot-kick. 

To add to his woe Elber was 


one of five players booked in a 
bad-tempered match played in 
front of a crowd of 120,000. 

Elber had the ball in the net in 
the opening minute but Argen- 
tine referee Francisco Lanolina 
disallowed the goal. 

Brazilian Djair was the first 
player to be booked in the ninth 
minute for flooring the home 
side’s goalkeeper Brassard in a 
goalmouth collision. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARIF 
« TAN MAX HIRSCH 
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MAKE THE 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 8 4 2 

'T J 6 5 3 
•: A 6 3 
*9 6 5 

WEST EAST 

* 7 5 3 * 6 

'TQ98 7 T A 10 4 
IKJ7 :Q 10 98542 

* 8 4 3 * 7 2 

SOUTH 

* A K Q J 10 9 
T K 2 

■: void 

* A K Q J 10 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 * Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 * Pass 3 * 

4 * Pass 4 . 

6 * Pass Pass Pi 


MOST OF IT 


Opening lead: Three of * 

For the coming year, we have one 
simple wish for you: May you never 
hold a hand worse than’Soulh’s on 
today’s deal. And may you have the 
skill to bid it property and to land 
your slam. 

Since North could have bid three 
diamonds with length in the suit. 
South correctly read the four-dia- 
mond bid os a cue-bid, showing the 
ace. .Without stopping to think 
about what possible entry there 
could be to the North hand South 
leaped to six spades. 


'AU too ufben we have seen declar- 
ers Tail on this type of hand. After 
cursing the fates that left them 
without an entry to dummy’s ace of 
diamonds, declarer runs every win- 
ner in sight, hoping the defenders 
err and allow South to escape with 
only one heart loser. Unfortunately, 
they seldom do. 

Far better is to employ some basic 
card-play technique. There is a pos- 
sible enlsy to dummy— a fourth - 
round dub ruff. If trumps are 2-2, 
declarer can simply draw trumps 
and ruff a club at his leisure, then 
discard a heart on the ace of dia- 
monds. However, the more likely 
trump break is 3-1 and, if that's the 
case here, declarer will need a bit of 
luck to go with some smart play. 

Declarer should win the opening 
lead and play just one more round of 
trumps. When the suit does not 
break evenly, declarer must leave a 
trump outstanding and hope the de- 
fender who holds that trump also 
has at least three chibs. When West 
has to follow to three rounds of 
dubs, declarer is home free— the 
eight of trumps is a bey card, since 
the defenders do not hold a higher 
trump. South simply ruffs a dub on 
the table, discards a heart on the ace 
of diamonds, then returns to hand 
with a diamond ruff to draw the last 
trump and cash the good dub. AU 
declarer loses is a heart trick. 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JULY 2, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tbc 
best day of this month when you 
would be wise to rise above any 
sort of snide attitude or question- 
able conduct. Be sure that others 
realize that you are able to smile 
and look to the brigfa side. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your own paiticnlnr pals have 
some excellent ideas bow yon can 
express yourself much better and 
pin the cherished longings that 
mean the most to you. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 3)) 
Your need to get out early to get 
those worldly conditions put in 
positive expression so you can have 
a greater amount of prestige with 
those in power. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
off and away whether mentally or 
in the flesh to those new persons 
and conditions that can help you to 
and expand in desirable 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is the time to make 
sire you are the one who has the 
deverness to adopt some new 
methods to the manner in which 
you attent to your obligations. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
into all policy matters with part- 
ners and come to a new under- 
standing what each of you are to do 
to have a greater amount of rap- 
port. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can plunge into die pro- 


ject feeing you now with enthu- 
siasm and greatly please associates 
as well as higber-ups who are 
watching you closely. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) One of those days when you 
awaken feeling just great about 
firing in tune wife your planetary 
positions and you can have one of 
your happiest days. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You now find feat there are 
all kinds of opportunities for you to 
rain the good will of dose mem- 
bers of your family by doing some- 
thing spetiaL 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you have 
in mind that does require more of 
this world’s goods first requires 
you make some (day in conjuetioa 
with allies. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can increase your 
prosperity by tackling your part of 
any financial ar r angem ents that 
must be made before you are able 
to increase your abundance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Make a point to show you 
are the one who is a charmer and 
who can garner the things you want 
by your fascinating those able to 
release such to you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Much can be accomplished by 
you in private now so analyze just 
how far you have progressed and 
fee distance still to be traversed to 
make headway. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“If torturing the phone bill in 
boiling oil makes you feel better 
— fine — get it out of 
your system!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|q by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


NUGOY 

TT 


n 


SHIWK 

m 


n 



INGADE 





MOHFAT 


m: 



A FUSS Y PERSON 
IS EASY ENOUGH 
TO PLEASE, IF YOU 
ALWAYS PO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 






Jumbles: GUARD BRAND 


(Answers tomorrow} 
RAMROD UNEASY 


Answer That pioneer blazed a trail througn the 

wfldemess. but now Ns descendants — 
BURN UP THE ROAD 


THE Daily Crossword by Meh«K™vw»thv 


ACROSS 
1 Coral real* 

5 Great party 
10 Baseball’s 
Slaughter 
14 Lurch 
^5 Main artery 
.ns stronger: pref. 

' 17 Man lor one 

IB Gardener's 

asset 

20 Expense 
account tom 

22 Rasps 

23 OMer's concern 
2* Pare 

25 "The Wly 
We — ' 

26 Number 
30 Tuesday 
32 Adjust 

35 Farm wagon 
360nossis!o 
friends 

37 Legendenr bird 

38 From ~ 2 

39 Louise or Turner 
41 Functions 

43 Vesicle 

44 Cuts canines 
46 Abound 

48 Record 

49 Certain monger 
52 Jose's Spain 

55 Discharged 

56 Scapegrace 

59 Natives; wifl. 

60 Master trf the 
fugue 

61 Riertesfca 

62 Distribute 

63 Gal — 

64 Ecclesiastical 
round 

65 Of an age 



C19S1 TrCuMHNkMWM.lK 
49 Wghtt B w wd 

Yesterday's Ptarie Solve d: 

10 Let out breath 


11 Notmase.or 

fern. 

12 This one’s — 

13 Cries 

19 Atawanca for 


DOWN 

1 Corrugate 

2 0dm, Thor etal. 

3 Divider of a kind 

4 Poured frozen 

tain 

5 More bulging 

6 Sophia 

7 Have being 

6 S*utt — Marie 
fl Touching 


21 Gas: pref. 

24 Section 

27 Brains 

28 Cafe sign 

29 Hindu peasant 
3O0ectrfe 

measurement 

31 Cleveland's a** 

33 Unevenly 
notched 

34 The sun 

40 Diplomat 

41 Breakfast and 

lunch 

42 in a quandary 

43 Franc pen 
45 Yam unit 
47 sakwom 

49 Superintend 

50 "If* body 


nnnnn nnnnrri nnn 
nnninn fnnnnni man 
nnnnnnnnnnn Ena 
nrani” nnnn nrannm 
nrann nRnnnrc 
ntirnino nnonno 
nncinra nnnnn Finn 
rannn onnnn rannr, 
nnn rannnn rarcnan 
nnnnnn nrannnn 
HRnFinn anno 
nnnnn nnnn fighp 
nnn nnnnnnnninFin 
man nnnnn nnnnn 
non nnnnn nnnnn 


5t Auto**** dud $4 step 

52 Recedes 57Sm*sahtp 

53 Rebuff 58 See bird 
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Iraqis look for staples, 
consumer items in Jordan 


Jfeoticfee Mark 
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By P.V. Vivekanaod 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi businessmen 
are flooding Jordan in search for 
arrangements to import food and 
consumer products for Iraq, 
while in Baghdad itself middle- 
men and brokers are deluged 
with inquiries. 

The focus for immediate im- 
ports is mostly staples and basic 
consumer products such as bat- 
teries, soap, cigarettes, deter- 
gents, toothpaste etc. but many 
businessmen are also involved in 
setting a system in place under 
winch they could rush capital 
goods and spare parts as well as 
raw materials for Iraqi industries 
as and when there is a relaxation 
of the international sanctions im- 
posed on their country for its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Businessmen point out chat 
reaching definite deals and 
deliveries could take anywhere 
between four and six months 
from the time of initial contacts. 
“If we could start the process 
now, hopefully we can get de- 
liveries in a relatively short 
period after the sanctions are 
lifted," said an Iraqi business- 
man. 

Jordanian security sources said 
border controls had been tight- 
ened and many attempts to smug- 
gle goods across, to Iraq were 
foiled. The Kingdom has said that 
it is abiding by the sanctions 
against Iraq and rejected charges 


that it has reached new trade 
agreements with its eastern 
neighbour. 

“Jordan is about the only coun- 
try which is keeping a tight watch 
on the flow of goods into Iraq not 
covered by the relaxation of the 
sanctions," said an Iraqi importer 
of tea. “It is a totally different 
story with Turkey, Iran and 
Syria- It is a free-for-all there, 
and many Turks, Iranians and 
Syrians would emerge as mil- 
lionaries by the time the sanctions 
are folly lifted: that is if that ever 
happens." 

The Iraqi government, strain- 
ing under the sweeping sanctions, 
has done away with most regula- 
tions related to imports, clearing 
the way for rich Iraqi business- 
men with funds outside the coun- 
try to find sources and meet the 
country’s bask needs. 

At the same time, many of the 
importers are also wary of any 
sudden government move to 
reimpose control over any sector, 
particularly food, and set price 
ceilings, possibly at lower-than- 
actual-cost levels. 

“There is a tremendous market 
out there," said an Asian 
businessman. “But the problem is 
uncertainty within the country 
and the international sanctions/' 
he said. 

In many cases, Iraqi importers 
are looking for medium-term de- 
liveries — depending on sanc- 
tions restrictions — of much- 
needed raw material for indust- 
rial units. Plastics, doth, bulk 
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Soviet reform plan 
six steps to market 
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MOSCOW (R) — A radicai re- 
form plan drawn op by a Russian 
economist and U.S. experts has 
called for six basic steps, indud- 
ing private ownership of property 
ami most state enterprises, to 
transform a Soviet economy in 
decline. 

Soviet economic figures re- 
leased Monday showed oil pro- 
duction declining in the first five 
months of this year and food and 
consnmer- goods shortages * con- 
tinuing. 

“In the next six months, and 
for the year as a whole, the 
situation wflj be worse than in 
1990,” tiie main Communist Par- 
ty daily Pravda said, referring to 
empty shop shelves. 

A final draft of a seven-year 
plan distributed to journalists in 
Moscow said that without radical 
reform the Soviet Union faced 
protracted hyper-inflation accom- 
panied by sharp declines in out- 
put. 

The plan, known as the win- 
dow of opportunity, was formu- 
lated by Russian economist Grig- 
ory Yavlinsky and a group of 
U.S. economists. It is geared 
towards attracting substantial 
Western support for its step-by- 
step initiatives. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 


will combine the proposal with the 
Soviet government’s anti-crisis 
programme and use it to back his 
case for support at a meeting with 
leaders of the Group of Seven 
major industrial nations in Lon- 
don later this month. 

The plan proposed six reform 
initiatives: 

— Legalisation of basic econo- 
mic rights beginning with the 
ownership of property, including 
in agriculture. 

— Privatisation of the vast 
majority of state enterprises. 
Most small-scale assets would be 
sold at auctions. 

— Demonopolisation, so that 
new enterprises can be created 
.and all enterprises can compete. 

— Budgetary and monetary 
stabilisation through rapid cuts in 
subsidies and spending for the 
military-industrial complex. 

— Liberalisation of prices to 
allow them to be determined by 
market forces of supply and de- 
mand. 

— Normalisation of interna- 
tional trade through the accept- 
ance of established international 
trading practices including a con- 
vertible currency. 

The programme comprises two 
■ periods and envisages a stable 
economy with an ownership pat- 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks surged after Japan cut the discount rate to S.S 
- pet from six pet. The Nikkei Average ended 817.80 points up at 
24,108.76. 

SYDNEY — A cot in the Japanese discount rate triggered buying 
Orders. The AH -Ordinaries closed 15.7 points up at 1522.fr. 

. HONG KONG — Stocks finished sharply higher on (he back of a 
full point cot in die prime lending rate. The Hang Seng Index shot 
up 70.21 to dose at 3,738.85. 

SINGAPORE— Share pikes dosed mixed after selective buying 
interest alternated with, profit-taking in thin trading. The Straits 
Times Index rose 8.41 to 1,49830. 

BOMBAY — Tire market took fright from a downward revision of 
the rupeeagainst the dollar but bounced back. The Bombay Stock 
Exchange Index dosed 532 points up at 1,275.23. 
FRANKFURT — A recovery on the nervous Frankfort Bourse 


fizzled out and the Dax Index fell back, dosing 3.02 points up at 
1,625.20. 

ZURICH — Wall Street’s strong opening and sharp gains in 
Tokyo gave muscle to the market. The SPI Index slosed 53 points 
up at 1,096.7 

PARIS — Trade was hit by computer problems. At 1526 GMT the 
French Stock Exchanges’ Association was still calculating the 
dosing level of the CAC-40 index. Officials said it ended near 
1,772.81 which would represent a gun of 25.19 points. 

LONDON — An unexpected Japanese discount rate cut and sharp 
early rises on Wall Street helped shares close only fractionally 
below the day’s highs. The FTSE Index ended 28.8 points up at 
2,443.6. 

NEW YORK — A moderately active blue-chip rally briefly 
pushed the the Dow Jones Industrial Average up 40 points in late 
morning. 


chemicals for medicine, compo- 
nents for electrical appliances, 
cables, fuses, raw rubber and 
plumbing fixtures are some of the 
most-wanted items. 

The main preoccupation of the 
government of President Saddam 
Hussein, the ruling Baathist Party 
and the National Assembly (par- 
liament) is with fighting runaway 
inflation and ensuring the availa- 
bility of base products. 

The list of products subsidised 

but rationed by the government 
now include flour, rice, sugar, 
tea, detergent, cooking oil, soap, 
salt, children’s milk, tomatoe 
paste; canned cheese, canned 
meat, eggs, dried milk, dairy 
products, pasta and school items. 
Most of these products are now 
imported from Jordan, bat the 
relaxed import procedures have 
also brought in a wide array of 
items, in eluding Pepsi Cola from 
Lebanon and Coca Cola from the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC), 
chaired by President Saddam, has 
written off all water, electricity 
and telephone service bills for the' 
period Jan. 17 to June 1 in a bid 
to allow the people to meet their 
needs of food and basic products. 

Wheat and rice import deals 
already agreed with Canada, Au- 
stralia and Thailand could mater- 
ialise only when the freeze on 
Iraqi assets and bank accounts 
frozen abroad under the sanc- 
tions is lifted. 


proposes 

economy 

tern similar to that of Western 
Europe by 1997. 

In the first period (1991-1993), 
legal and economic institutions of 
the market economy would be 
created and a considerable por- 
tion of state property privatised. 

In die second period (1994- 
1997), transformation focuses on 
structural adjustment, accelerat- 
ing stafts from public to private 
ownership, from military to civi- 
lian industry, and from heavy 
industry to production of con- 
sumer goods. 

The scale of Western assistance 
would be related, not only to the 
implementation of these step-by- 
step reforms, but also to the 
Soviet Union’s progress in demo- 
crat! sation. 

“Specific financing require- 
ments will be the subject of inten- 
sive study and constant review 
once the reform process is under- 
way,’’ it said. 

Underlining the sorry state of 
the Soviet economy, Pravda said 
clothing and footwear were in 
short supply and warned of food 
shortages. 

The city of Moscow received 

54.000 tonnes less meat and 

250.000 tonnes less milk than 
required in the first five months 
of this year, it said. . 

An official from the state statis- 
tics office, Goskomstat, said oil 
production, the country’s main 
hard currency earner, fell by nine 
percent in the first five months of 
the year, to 2203 million ton- 
nes. 

An expert from the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences said this 
year’s oil output, at 528 million 
tonnes, would be the lowest for 
more than a decade. 


India, which is owed around 
$500 million by Iraq 'in pre-war 
credits, has offered to supply 
food and medicines under normal 
credit terms as what an Indian 
official described as “help in this 
dire situation facing the Iraqi 
people." 

Efforts are underway to repair 
cement factories and resume the 
production of cement, vital for 
reconstructing war-damaged 
buildings. Simultaneously, the in- 
dustry and militarisation ministry 
has also launched work at tyre 
plants and battery manufacturing 
industries. There is no definite 
information on the progress of 
these efforts. 

Most of these facilities were 
gutted in the allied bombing dur- 
ing the war while some others 
were damaged during post-war 
rebellions by the Kurds in the 
north and the Shi’ites in the 
south. 

In the meantime, reports from 
Iraq suggest that average Iraqis 
are finding it extremely difficult 
to meet their basic needs. The 
rationed/subsidised items are not 
enough, and market prices have 
gone up by as much as 250 pef 
cent from the pre-war levels. 

Confectionaries, dothing, tyres 
and automobile spare parts 
(whatever is available) are 
beyond the reach of an average 
Iraqi, whose monthly income is 
estimated at around 160 Iraqi 
dinars (around $500 at the official 
exchange rate but worth less than 
$30 in the actual market). 




DjimiJA TURTLES 


2) FORBIDDEN 


Show: 1220. 3-JO, 5. 630, 830, 1030 


THE BEACH GIRLS 


Show. 330 


\ Show. 630, 830 


GE 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■ Three bedrooms. 

■ Two bedrooms 

■ Studio of one bedroom. 

Independent C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden 

Owner's Tel. 667862 


PIANO FOR SALE 


For further information please call 

tel: 644428 between 8 a.m. — 1 pm 


FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Filipina maid to work for and live With a family 

1 Call tel.: 822243 


ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 


A furnished apartment irr Abdoun, consisting of one large 
bedroom, living-dining room, modern kitchen and bath- 
room, Separate entrance, private garden, central heating 

and telephone. te) . 817755 


World Bank 
lending hits 
record $24.1 

WASHINGTON (AP) — New The bank’s earnings, not yet 
loans approved by the World announced, are expected to be 
Bank, the largest source of aid for near SI billion, 
the Third World, bit a record The bulk of the loans came 
$24.2 billion m the past year. from the bank’s Internationa! 

That was up from $22,7 billion Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
the previous year, according to a velopment which approved $16.4 
review made public Monday. billion worth — up $1.2 billion. 

Mr. Moeen Qureshi, a senior The International Development 
vice president, said that lending Association which lends to the 
to eastern Europe rose from $500 poorest countries from a donor 
million two years ago to nearly $3 fond, approved $6.3 billion in 
bilHon this past year. Poland got new loans — up $800 million. 
$1.4 billion, lending to Ro mani a The International Finance Cor- 
was resumed while Bulgaria and po ration (IFC) which lends to 
Czechoslovakia got loans for the private business rather than to 
first time. governments, approved $1.5 bil- 

Additional lending because of lion. The official figure was not 
the Gulf war was put at more yet available, but appeared to be 
than $1.4 billion for- the 12 about the same as the year be- 
months. fore. Lending was stagnant be- 

But reducing poverty is the cause the IFC was awaiting an 
bank's main object, said Presi- increase of its capital, 
dent BarbeT 'Conable ast a news That was approved by repre- 
conference. sentatives of member govern- 

The way to do that is to make ments on Friday, so Joans are 
Third World economies grow, expected to rise about S150 mil- 
said Mr. Conable, adding that the lion in the coming year, 
private sector is one of the fo- India was the biggest total bor- 
cuses for stimulating growth. rower — $2 billion — followed by 

Mr. Conable has been under Mexico, which got $1.8 billion, 
pressure from President George Mr. Qureshi said therq were 
Bush's administration to give significant increases in lending for 
more help to private businesses human resources such as schools 
with some resistance from other and women's development, 
countries. The United States is Loans amounted to almost $4 
the bank’s biggest stockholder, biliion. 

Albania is expected to join the New emphasis was also put on 
bank, snd its aster organisation, the environment, with the bank 
the International Monetary requiring all projects be checked 
Fund, in the fall. The United for their environmental effects. 
States has opposed the Soviet Loans related to the environment 
Union's membership. were put at $8.8 billion.- 



King Hnwan 

King Hassan 
launches 
work on 
Africa’s 2nd 
biggest dam 

FEZ, Morocco (R) — King Has- 
san launched work on Africa’s 
second biggest dam which Moro- 
co hopes will prevent flooding, 
irrigate parched farmland and 
generate electric power. 

The king named the dam 
Wahada (unity) at a ceremony in 
Mjara on the Sebou river 30 
kilometres north of Fez. 

With a rampart formed from 
the 30 million cubic metres of 
earth, the dam will be Africa’s 
largest after Aswan on the Nile in 
Egypt when it is finished in 1997. 

It wiD cost about 6.5 billion 
dirhams ($840 million) and is 
being financed by Italy, Spain, 
the Soviet Union and Arab funds. 

About 20,000 farmers will need 
to be resettled from the upper 
Sebou and Onerrgha valleys, 
which will be flooded by a 30- 
kilometre long reservoir. 

The dam will irrigate 100,000 
hectares (250,000 acres) in the 
Gfaarb valley, and generate 400 
milli on kilowatt-hours of electric 
'power a year. 


TOKYO (AP) — The Bank of 
Japan, trying to stimulate the 
economy by reversing an 
inflation-fighting policy of tight 
credit, lowered its discount rate 
Monday by half a percentage 
point to 5.5 per cent. 

The cot in the lending rate to 
commercial banks, the first since 
February 1987, took effect im- 
mediately. 

“Today's decision was made in 
order to continue sustaining 
steady growth led by domestic 
demands while maintaining price 
stability,” the bank said m a 
statement. 

The bank bad boosted the dis- 
count rate five times since May 
1989. when it rose from 2.5 per 
cent to 3.25 per cent. The higher 
rates ended an era of easy credit 
that helped fuel a robust expan- 
sion of the Japanese economy 
and facilitated massive overseas 
investment 

But the economy, which grew 
at 5.7 per cent in the fiscal year 
that ended March 31, is expected 
to slow to 3.8 per cent growth this 


year. 

“It was high time for the bank 
to act in lowering its key lending 
rate,” said Mr. Hrrokazu Kawai, 
a senior economist at Nikko Re- 
search Centre. “If it had failed to 
do so now, there was a possibility 
of a quickly worsening economic 
slowdown.” 

Mr. Kenneth Courtis, senior 
economist at Deutsche Bank 
Group in Tokyo, said the rate 
redaction was designed to restore 
confidence in the market after the 
debacle of the preceding week, 
when the presidents of two huge 
brokerages resigned because of a 
widening scandal into shady deal- 
ings 

The questionable practices in- 
clude offering huge compensation 
to favoured clients for investment 
losses nad deals linked to the 
mob. 

Mr. Courtis also said a lower 
discount rate was needed to pre- 
vent a “very sharp fall” in capital 
investment, which is a main en- 
gine driving the economy. 


For Rent 

Semi villa in Sweifieh, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
sitting room-dining room and lounge. Completely fur- ■ 
nished. Garage and big garden. 

For more Information call 811136 or 814931 


JOB WASTED 

24 hours BABY-SITTER with experience. 

Pis contact Mary tel. 834257 


A second floor flat, part of a villa for rent, with an area of 200m 2 . 
Consists of two large bedrooms, two complete bathrooms, an 
u L"-shaped sitting and dining room, two large verandas with 
central heating and private entrance. 

For further Information please contact telephone 667372. 


ROOF, PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 

Safe, quiet, convenient location, close to 5th Circle, beautiful 
view from terrace. Third floor (no elevator) 300 sq metre, four 
large bedrooms with wall to wall carpet. One master with walk in 
closet and bath. Large family room with marble floors. Open to 
large American kitchen. Three bathrooms with marble. Laundry 
and maid rooms. All American appliances and furniture. Tele- 
phone, tax, microwave, 27" TV, video, solar and central heating. 
JD 5000 with or without furniture. Owner living in U.S. in town for 
a week. 

Please call 677739 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

A business centre in Amman is in need of a full-time 
secretary experienced in filing, typing, telex, fax, PC etc... 
Interested applicants please apply personally to: 

Executive Business Centre 
5th floor — Zahran Building 
Near Philadelphia Hotel 
From 9 a.nu-2 p.m. 4-6 p.m. 
































































































































Warsaw Pact formally dissolves I Angolan rivals start demobilisation 


PRAGUE, Czecboslovaida (AP) 
— The Warsaw Pad was dis- 
solved Monday as representatives 
of the six remaining members 
signed documents disbanding the 
once-powerfiil alliance binding 
the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

“Our decision of today is in- 
deed a historic one,” said 
Czechoslovak President Vadav 
Havel. “We are saying goodbye 
to the era when Europe was 
divided by ideological intoler- 
ance.” 

Havel, the dissident playwright 
jailed after the 1968 Warsaw Pad 
invasion crushed the “Prague 
spring” reforms, presided at the 
last meeting of the Warsaw Fact 
Political Committee. 

Also attending the ceremony 
were Polish President Lech Wale- 
sa, the former Solidarity leader, 
and delegations from Romania, 
Hungary, Bulgaria and the Soviet 
Union. 

The Warsaw Pact was formed 
on May 14, 1955 at the height of 
postwar East-West tensions. 
West Germany had joined the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion days before, and the Soviets 
built the Warsaw Pad on fears of 
a third world war. 

The Pad's demise came less 
than two years after Poland cre- 


ated the first non-Conunnnist 
government in the East Bloc dur- 
ing the summer of 1989 and 
started a wave of democratic re- 
volutions through Eastern 
Europe. 

Monday's dissolution formally 
cut the last of the ties that bound 
the satellite countries in the 
Soviet Union's postwar orbit. 
The Warsaw Pad's military struc- 
tures ended on April 1, and die 
Soviet-led trade bloc, Comecon, 
was disbanded last week in 
Budapest. 

The former East Germany had 
already pulled out of the Warsaw 
Pad will unification last October. 
Breaking with Moscow, Albania 
quit the pad in 1968 to protest 
the Czechoslovak invasion. 

The last Soviet troops have 
withdrawn from Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary in recent weeks, but 
remain in Poland and Eastern 
Germany. 

The Warsaw' Pad’s dissolution 
has left NATO to redefine its 
purpose. No longer in a military 
us-against-them confrontation, 
leaders of the Western alliance 
say NATO still needs to exist 
because of security concerns ab- 
out ethnic tensions, waves of 
economic refugees and potential 
unrest in the Soviet Union. 


The former members of tire 
Warsaw Pact also have been left 
with unresolved security con- 
cerns. NATO has not invited 
their membership, but has said 
any effort to curtail their new 


Shilov, commander of the Red 
Army in Hungary. 

Daring the past 15 months, 
more than 50,000 troops, 860 
tanks, 500 pieces of mobile artil- 
lery and an unknown number of 


freedoms would be viewed with, short-range rockets have been 


concern by the alliance. 

On Sunday, Rock star Frank 
Zappa and former U.S. Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger took 
part in nationwide celebrations in 
Hungary marking the withdrawal 
of die last Soviet troops earlier 
this month. 

Hungarians and their foreign 
guests, including the mayors of 
Prague. Czechoslovakia and Vil- 
nius, Lithuania, toasted the end 
of 46 years of occupation by the 
Red Army. The celebrations, 
which included folk dance, rock 
and jazz concerts, crane nearly 35 
years after Soviet troops crushed 
an anti-Communist uprising in 
October. 

The last Soviet forces left Hun- 
gary two weeks ago, completing a 
withdrawal of troops agreed upon 
by Moscow and Hungary’s last 
Communist government just be- 
fore the country’s first post- 
Worid War II free elections in 
March 1990. 

The last Soviet soldier to leave 
oa June 19 was Lt. Gen. Viktor 


Rebels kidnap officials in Assam 


GUWAHATI, India (R) — Sus- 
pected Maoist guerrillas in the 
northeast state of Assam kidnap- 
ped four Indian officials Monday, 
police said. 

They said one senior civil ser- 
vant was snatched near the 
Assam capital of Guwahati and 
another in the town of Mangaldoi 
about 100 km (60 miles) to the 
north. 

In Jorbat, about Z50 km (155 
miles) away, a medical officer of 
a state-run oil company and a 
telecommunications engineer 
were also kidnapped, they added. 

Senior police officials sniu they 
suspected the United Front for 
the Liberation of Assam 


(ULFA), which is fighting for an 
independent state, was responsi- 
ble. 

The kidnappings in Assam fol- 
lowed a series of abductions in 
another border state, Kashmir, 
where a revolt against Indian rule 
erupted in January, 1990. 

One Kashmiri group was bold- 
ing an Israeli tourist who escaped 
from another separatist organisa- 
tion after six Israeli hostages 
fought back against their abduc- 
tors in a gun fight last Thursday. 
One tourist and one militant were 
killed in the shooting. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Li- 
beration Front (JKLF) said it was 
willing to hand Israeli Yair Yit- 


U.S. panel votes on final 
military base closings 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
federal panel voted Sunday to 
shut down U.S. army posts in 
California. Indiana and Mas- 
sachusetts and the massive Phi- 
ladelphia Navy Shipyard in eco- 
nomically painful actions to 
shrink the defence establishment. 

But the panel voted to keep 
open tiie army’s Fort McClellan 
in Anniston, Alabama, which de- 
fence officials wanted to dose, 
and gave a renewed lease of life 
to the big naval training stations 
in Orlando. Florida, and San 
Diego, California. 

Representatives of communi- 
ties where bases were kept open 
exulted. 

“I haven't paced the floor like 
this since my children were 
born." said Gerald Powell, milit- 
ary affairs chairman for the 
Chamber of Commerce of 
Calhoun County. Alabama, 
where Fort McClellan is located. 

On the other hand. Sen. John 
F. Kerry said he was "dis- 
appointed and angered” by the 
panel’s decision to dose Fort 
Devens in Massachusetts and 
would work to overturn it. 

The final list goes to President 
Btish. He has until July 15 to 
accept or reject the recommenda- 
tions or ask for further revisions. 
An administration offidal pre- 
dicted the president would ratify 
whatever the commission did. 

The list would then go to Con- 
gress, which has 45 days to 
approve or veto, but is prohibited 
from making any substitutions. 

In addition to Fort Deven, the 
commission recommended dos- 
ing Fort Benjamin in Harrison in 
Indianapolis and Fort Old in 
Seaside, California which em- 
ploys more than 16,000 civilian 
and military personnel. The com- 
mission also voted to dose the 
Sacramento army depot in Cali- 


fornia. 

The panel voted to keep Fort 
Dix in New Jersey open at a 
reduced level, although the De- 
fence Department had recom- 
mended it be dosed. 

It voted to dose the Long 
Beach. California, Naval Station 
but to keep the shipyard there, 
which the navy said was essential. 
Commissioner James C. Smith II, 
who cast the only vote to dose 
the Long Beach Yard, argued 
that private shipyards that need 
the business could fill the navy’s 
needs. 

In the case of Philadelphia, the 
commission derided to close the 
naval station along with the yard, 
which employs more than 7,500 
civilians. 

The naval air station at Chase 
Field in Texas was dosed. Nava] 
air stations at Meridian, Miss.. 
Kingsville, Texas, and Whidbey 
Island, Washington were left 
open. The Defence Department 
had proposed that Whidbey Is- 
land be dosed along with Chase 
Field. 

The commission voted to keep 
open tiie Marine Corps recruit 
depot in San Diego but to dose 
the Tustin Marine Air Station at 
El Toro, California. 

Among air force tactical fighter 
bases, they closed Bergstrom in 
Austin, Texas, Myrtle Beach in 
South Carolina, mid England in 
Alexandria, Louisiana. 

The panel voted to delay the 
proposed reorganisation of the 
army corps of engineers — which 
its advocates said would save up 
to $100 million a year by closing a 
number of district and division 
headquarters — for one year to 
give Congress a chance to devise 
its own plan. If Congress did not 
act, the commission’s plan would 
take effect. 


U.S. returns base as Aquino 
vows to build defences 


MANILA (R) — The United 
States, reducing troop levels in its 
former Asian colony. Monday 
returned control to Manila of one 
of the oldest U.S. militar y bases 
in the Philippines. 

The Stars And Stripes were 
lowered for the last time at Camp 
John Hay. a rest and recreation 
centre which was founded in 1903 
in the northern resort* city of 
Baguio and became an important 
medical centre for U.S. forces 
during the Vietnam War. 

President Corazon Aquino 
vowed to build up the country's 
deteriorating air and naval de- 
fences as U.S. Ambassador 
Nicholas Platt handed back the 
centre to Philippine control. 

The camp, which will be run by 
the Philippine Tourism Depart- 
ment. was turned over to Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus as part 
of a general reduction in the U.S. 
military presence in the Sont^ 


East Asian nation. 

Operation of the resort, which 
includes a world class golf course, 
will be offered for tender to 
Philippine and foreign com- 
panies. 

"The conversion of John Hay is 
the first step towards transform- 
ing the U.S. military facilities into 
thriving engines for national 
prosperity,** said Tourism Secret- 
ary Rafael Alunan. 

The United States in negotiat- 
ing with the Philippines for con- 
tinued use of a ark Air Base and 
Subic Bay Nava] Dockyard, its 
two largest military bases in Asia, 
after the present lease expires on 
Sept. 16. 

Both bases were crippled by 
the eruption cm Mount Pinatubo 
Volcano on June 14-15, which 
forced a quarter of a million 
Filipinos to flee their homes and 
caused widespread damage to 
buildings in Clark and Subic. 


zbaki to a United Nations official. 

There has been no response so 
far from either the Indian govern- 
ment or the United Nations. 

Another Kashmiri group set a 
Monday afternoon deadline for 
the government to agree to swap 
K. Doraiswamy , a Bombay-based 
executive of another stale-owned 
oil firm, for three jailed col- 
leagues. 

The militants said they would 
kill Doraiswamy, snatched Fri- 
day, if their demand were not 
met. 

A third Kashmir militant group 
has held two Swedish engineers 
since March 31. 

Philippine 

village 

survives 

mudflows 

PORAC, Philippines (R) — Sol- 
diers fired into the air and chur- 
ches bells rang out as three-metre 
(10-foot) high mudflows from the 
slopes of an erupting Philippine 
volcano swamped a village north 
of Manila. 

"Boulders as big as refrigera-' 
tors rolled off the mountain and 
the mudflow was roaring as it 
came down,” freelance photo- 
grapher Carlos Beniayo said. 

“People ran for their lives. It 
was scary,” he said of the avalan- 
che that hit Jarong .village in 
Porac, 70 kilometres north of 
Manila, on Sunday evening. 

No- casualties were reported 
among the more than 100 resi- 
dents of Jarong but 18 water 
| buffalo and other livestock 
I drowned in the first reported 
mudflow to swamp a populated 
area since Mount Pinatubo first 
erupted on June 9. 

Visiting United Nations volca- 
nologist John Tombtin said in 
Manila Sunday that it was the 
biggest evacuation, from a volca- 
no in history. 

Tomblin arrived last week to 
assess damage and report to the 
United Nations which President 
Corazon Aquino’s government 
has asked for assistance. 

Volcanologists said Pinatubo 
has unleashed mudflows up to 
five metres deep moving as fast as 
six metres (19 feet) a second 
down major river channels since 
it began erupting. 

Some reached as far as Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino’s home- 
town of Concepcion in Tariac 
province, 50 kilometres northeast 
of the volcano. 

Chief government volcanolog- 
ist Raymundo Ponongbayan has 
warned of bigger mudflows to 
follow. 

Sunday’s mudflow followed a 
downpour that loosened some of 
the millions of tonnes of volcanic 
ash on Pina tube’s slopes. 

Mudslide in Japan 

In Japan, a landslide of volca- 
nic mud. rock and ash from 
Mount Unzen cut an eight- 
kilometre swathe through three 
towns on the southern Japanese 
island of Kyushu Monday, police 
said. 

One person was slightly in- 
jured and at least 20 houses 
were damaged, they added. 

“This has been the biggest 
landslide yet," said a spokesman 
for the Nagasaki Prefecture 
police. 

Mount Unzen, 1,000 
kilometres south west of Tokyo, 
awoke from a 200-year slumber 
last November. A major eruption 
on Jane 3 killed 41 people on its 

slopes. 

The latest landslide, which be- 
gan after heavy rain, reached the 
city of Shinjabsra. 


pulled out of Hungary. 

The moves reflect the Krem- 
lin's shrinking military presence 
across Eastern Europe. The 
Soviet Union has agreed to with- 
draw its forces from Czechoslova- 
kia by June 30. Some Red Army 
troops have departed Poland and 
Eastern Germany. 

On Sunday, Hungarian politi- 
cians toasted the country’s free- 
dom at various fetes and stressed 
the importance of building future 
friendship on a new basis with the 
Soviet Union. 

"Now with our hands unshack- 
led, we can extend a hand in 
Friendship to the Soviet Union,” 
Hungarian Foreign minister Geza 
Jeszenszky said in an interview 
Sunday for the state radio. 

In an offidal statement re- 
leased by the Hungarian news 
agency, tiie government called on 
Hungarians to exercise “deter- 
mination and patience." 

"Sovereignty not only sets us 
free, but also shifts on us the 
whole weight of re sponsibility for 
our fete,” the government said. 

Zaire 

opposition 

determined 
to oust 
Mobutu 

KINSHASA, Zaire (AP) — Nine 
, years of detention, bouse arrest, 

I b anishm ent and torture have 
made opposition leader Etienne 
Tshisekedi even more deter- 
i mined not to rest until President 
Mobutu Sese Seko is gone. 

“Everything that Mobutu cre- 
ated and imposed on the people 
of Zaire is going to go ont with 
him," be said in an interview. 

Tshisekedi was co-founder with 
Mobutu of the ruling popular 
movement for the revolution in 
1966 and served as interior minis- 
ter. He was arrested in 1981 after 
he and 13 other former National 
Assembly members signed a let- 
ter criticising the president 

Zaire’s newly unshackled press 
published the letter in May. 

Among the aims of his Union 
for Democracy and Social Prog- 
ress, Tshisekedi said, are restor- 
ing the country’s former name, 
the Congo, and the flag adopted 
when it became independent of 
Belgium in 1960. 

Leon Moukanda Lunyaroa, 
publisher of the independent 
newspaper Umoja, attacks the 
president in virtually every issue. 

“Mobutu must disappear with 
everything be created,” he told 
an interviewer, pounding his fist 
on the table. 

Although Mobutu has lifted 
restrictions on the press and 
opposition parties, the editor of a 
leading newspaper is in jail. 

Police break up rallies, for 
which permission is required in 
the first place. Security forces arc 
accused of killing dozens of stu- 
dents and other anti-government 
demonstrators. 


LUEITa, Angola (AP) — The 
second stage of Angola’s truce 
begins Monday as government 
and rebel troops are fused into a 
single 50,000-man national army 
and the remaining 150,000 are 
demobilised. 

One of the gathering points win 
be this pretty colonial-style towu 
where tire last battle of the 16- 
year civil war was fought six 
weeks ago. 

Government troops stationed 
in the area will gather outside the 
town and 26 other points around 
tins sout hern African nation. Re- 
bels will do the same at 23 other 
staging areas, according to the 
trace. 

The trace entered another 
stage over the weekend when 
representatives of the ruling party 
paid a symbolic first visit to the 
headquarters of rebel leader 
Jonas Savimbi in the bush camp 
of Jamba. Joining them were 
members of the international 
commission that will monitor the 
peace accord, inefuding repre- 
sentatives from the United States 
and Soviet Union. 

Savimbi said after private talks 
Sunday that both sides were com- 
mitted to the peace accords and 
to holding elections as scheduled 
in September 1992. “If the pro- 
cess is delayed, I think it will be 
almost impossible to put it on 
track again,” be added. 

“We have wounds on our 
body, wounds on our heart, even 
wounds on our soul. Now it's up 
to us to heal those wounds,” said 
Lopo de Nasdnrento, the govern- 
ment’s chief delegate on the ceas- 
efire commission. 

Luena. 500 miles (800 
kilometres) east of the capital of 
Luanda, is an example of the vast 
changes brought by the May 31 
peace accords. 

Luena was the site of the final 
firefight, a 45-day artillery siege 
in which more than 500 civilians 
perished. 

Shelling stopped on May 15 
when berth sides agreed to an 
informal ceasefire ahead of the 
signing of peace accords by Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo Dos Santos 
and Savimbi, leader of UNTTA, 
the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola. 

The track from the government 
army garrison to the advance 
base of the U.S.-backed. UN- 
ITY A movement now throngs 
with people carrying their meager 
goods to market and with offi- 
cers from both sides who greet 
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each other with smiles and hand- 
shakes. 

But there is an ever-present 
danger in the town, said Col. 
Agostinho Sanjaro, tiie army’s 
chief representative to a regional 
commission overseeing the cease- 
fire. 

“Here tire forces are very dose 
together, and you have the 
greatest concentration of troops 
in Angola. Fortunately, we have 
a good understanding here.” he 
said. 

Sanjaro is a frequent visitor to 
the headquarters of Brig. Geral- 
do Abreu, his rebel counterpart 
on the commission. 

“We get on very well, it’s all 
very friendly,” Abreu said at his 
windswept camp that once 
housed some of the 50,000 sol- 
diers Cuba sent in 1975 in support 
of the then- Marti st government's 
war against UNITA. 

Nevertheless, both comman- 
ders are anxious to restrict ming- 
ling between soldiers from the 
two armies. “At the level of the 
common soldier ... we think that 
after 16 years of war, contact 
could lead to irresponsible 
words,” Abrea said. 

When UNITA troopers drive 
into Luena in their U.S.- or South 


African -supplied jeeps, they are 
surrounded by crowds of curious 
onlookers, most are children, but 
there are also soldiers eager to 
get a dose look ax their old 
enemies. 

“So far, there have been no 
serious inddents, everything is 
going well, said Maj. Vladimir 
Mitre, a Yugoslav on a five-man 
United Nations verification mis- 
sion based in Luena. 

They are part of a 350-member 
U.N. force to monitor the cease- 
fire. 

Further international guaran- 
tees are provided by Portugal, the 
former colonial power that 
granted Angola independence in 
November 1975. and the United 
States and the Soviet Union, who 
for year kept the proxy war going 
with generous arms supplies. 

The three nations mediated 
year-long peace talks that led to 
the ceasefire. 

The next step in the truce is the 
release of all prisoners of war 
during August. 

Meanwhile, 150,000 soldiers, 
returning to civilian life and an 
estimated 400,000 Angolan re- 
fugees are expected to put further 
strain on aid workers already 
struggling to cope with 700,000 
internally displaced people. 


Opinion split on durability of Liberian Pact 


YAMOUSSOUKRO. Ivory 
Coast (R) — Liberia’s two rival 
leaders have agreed to work 
together to end 18 months of civil 
war, but opinion was divided on 
whether the pact is a break- 
through or a red herring. 

Interim President Amos 
Sawyer and rebel leader Charles 
Taylor embraced Sunday in Ivory 
Coast’s diplomatic capital 
Yamoussoukro and vowed they 
would cooperate to end a conflict 
which has killed thousands and 
effectively partitioned liberia. 

The agreement was announced 
after a regional mini-summit 
chaired by veteran Ivorian Presi- 
dent Felix Houphouet-Boigny. 
the first meeting to assemble all 
the major regional players in the 
conflict. 

“Dr. Sawyer and I are Libe- 
rians,” Taylor said in a state- 
ment. “We will work together to 


bring peace.” 

Holding their linked hand aloft 
in front of the five West African 
heads of state. Sawyer and Taylor 
said a commission would be set 
up to agree specific points in the 
accord. 

But details of the pact re- 
mained vague, with Taylor insist- 
ing at a news conference it was 
Houphouet-Boigoy's prerogative 
to announce fell results of a 
meeting which lasted barely two 
hours. 

"We were received today as 
President Taylor and President 
Sawyer,” he said. 

“I can say very clearly — and 
I’m sure Mr. Sawyer will quote in 
a similar way — that I am Presi- 
dent of the National Patriotic 
Reconstruction Assembly 
(NPRA) government. It may be 
fair enough for Mr. Sawyer to say 
he is president of where be is. v 


The NPRA is Taylor’s rebel 
administration run from the cen- 
tral Liberian town of Gbarnga. 

Taylor controls some 90 per 
cent of the war-ravaged West 
African country, including its 
timber and mineral resources, 
and has always rejected Sawyer 
as interim leader. 

Sawyer holds only the capital 
iRonrovia. but his interim govern- 
ment has the backing of the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity. 

Taylor said both parties had 
agreed to elections at an unspeci- 
fied date. He gave no details. 

Ivorian officials and govern- 
ment leaders were unavailable for 
comment. Also taking part in tiie 
mini-summit were Presidents 
Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria, 
Blaise Compaore of Burkina 
Faso, Dawda Jawara of Gambia 
and Gnassingbe Eyadema of 
Togo. 


China vows ‘great wall of steel’ to keep out democracy 


PEKING (R) — China’s com- 
mon ist Party, celebrating its 70th 
birthday Monday, vowed to build 
a “great wall of steel” to keep out 
Western-style democracy. 

Hardline commentaries in die 
official media, recalling the 
crushing of pro-democracy pro- 
tests two years ago. pledged Chi- 
na would fumJy resist political 
pluralism, capitalism and cultural 
influences from the West. 

They lashed out at “hostile 
forces” at home and abroad 
trying to subvert China’s socialist 
system. 

The party's mouthpiece, the 
People’s Daily, said hardline poli- 
cies had secured “a new victory 
for socialism” and that the main 
task now was to keep out West- 
ern ideas. 

“The party has staunched the 
flood of bourgeois liberalism and 
overcome serious difficulties 
caused by protests and counterre- 
volutionary Violence ... to win a 
new victory for socialism,” an 
editorial said. 

Thousands of people were kil- 
led or injured when tanks and 
troops punched their way into the 
centre of Peking to put down 
studenl-ied protests in June, 
1989, that are officially branded a 
“counter-revolutionary rebel- 
lion.” 

Peking’s leaders are fi ghtin g 
what they call “ peaceful! evolu- 
tion” — - attempts by the West to 
undermine the Socialist system 
with capitalism and democracy.’ 

The U.S. Congress, which is 
currently debating whether to re- 
new China’s most favoured na- 
tion (MFN) trade status, has 
angered Peking with its in- 
creasingly sharp criticism of Chi- 


na's human rights record. 

"The serious tests our party 
faces now are to preserve the 
purity of communism ... and to 
build a great wall of steel to resist 
the ’peaceful evolution’ prom- 
oted by hostile elements both at 
home and abroad,” the newspap- 
er said. 

The Great Wail, which snakes 
across the mountains and plains 
of northern China, was built to 
keep out barbarian hordes and 
bas become a symbol of Peking's 
self-imposed isolation. 

The “great wall of steel” usual- 
ly refers to the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army. 

While praising the free market 
experimentation the party calls 
“socialism with Chinese charac- 
teristics.” China’s leaders repe- 
ated that economic liberalisation 
did not represent political change 
or a sell-out to the West. 

“This should not be mistaken 
for economic privatisation, poli- 
tical pluralism or complete cultu- 
ral Westernisation.” the coun- 
try’s most authoritative economic 
journal, the Economic Daily, said 
.in a special anniversary editorial 
Monday. 

“We cannot have a Western- 
style multi-party system." it said. 
"In the economy, we must firmly 
place the means of production 
under public ownership. Social- 
ist-style.” it added. 

Founded in Shanghai on July 1 
1921, China's Communist Party is 
still younger than most of the 
senior hardliners who have tight- 
ened their hold on power over the 
past two years. 

Deng Xiaoping, China's 86- 
year-old senior leader who has 
official retired, was not in evi- 
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dence in Monday's official cover- 
age of the birthday. 

But the People’s Daily pre- 
sented a genial picture of the key 
figures in the current Peking line- 
up. 

Premier II Peng, relatively 
young at 63 and considered per- 
sonally responsible by many Pek- 
ing residents for the 1989 crack- 
down. is shown smiling and wav- 
ing at a Sunday evening show in 
the Great Hall of the People to 
celebrate the anniversary. 

With Li are party leader Jiang 
Zemin, 65, President Yang 
Sbangkun. 84, and 75-year-old 
Wan Li, chairman of the National 
People’s Congress, China’s rub- 
ber-stamp parliament. 

“The bones of the members of 
the Chinese Communist Party are 
hard,” the People's Daily edito- 
rial said. 

“To say that Marxism-Lenin- 
ism doesn’t work and socialism 
has faiUed is slander from the 
hostile forces ... no matter from 
where the pressure comes, no- 
thing can shake the determina- 
tion of the Chinese Communist 
Party and the Chinese people." it 
said. 

The party marked its birthday 
with television spectaculars 
featuring saccharine pop songs 
and displays of hand-to-hand 
combat by crack teams from the 
armed forces. 

Public buildings in Peking are 
festooned with bright red banners 
and cinemas advertise a new 
crop of state-financed movies 
about China’s revolutionary his- 
tory. 

But efforts to dram up celebra- 
tory spirit arc felling flat with 
many Beijing citizens. 


“The party anniversary? I 
don’t want to talk about it,” said 
one 26-vear-old intellectual. 

Peking street hawkers axe 
doing a roaring trade in T-shirts 
with subtle messages of dissent, 
including one reading “I'm de- 
pressed. leave me alone.” 

.* Meanwhile in Taipei, Taiwan, a 
.government commission charged 
with planning the reconquest of 
mainland China was disbanded 
Monday, reflecting democratic 
reforms and warmer relations 
with Peking. 

The Planning Commission for 
the Recovery of Mainland China , 
set up in 1954, reflected the ruling 
Nationalist Party’s determination 
to regain power in China after it 
lost the Chinese civil war and fled 
to Taiwan in 1949. 

Created by the late President 
Chiang Kai-Shek, the commis- 
sion comprised over 550 
Nationalist officials and was bas- 
tion of political conservatism. In 
its final years it was headed by the 
veteran General Hsoeh Yueh, 
now 94. 

Parliament, becoming in- 
creasingly liberal as Taiwan im- 
plements democratic reforms, 
voted to cut off the commission’s 
funding last year. 

Taipei still claims sovereignty 
over China but planning for the 
island’s reunification with the 
mainland is now done mainly in 
National Unification Council, 
a multi-party body. 

Earlier tins year the council 
released a blueprint for a peace- 
ful reunification involving three 
states of confidence-building me- 
asures and negotiations. It did 
not announce a specific timetable 
for reunification. 
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Diana leads royal 
popularity poll 

LONDON (AP) — Princess Di- 
ana is the most popular member 
of the British royal family, 
according to two polls released 
Monday, her 30th birthday. A 
Gallup poll conducted for the 
Daily Telegraph, showed Diana 
has moved ahead of her husband. 
Prince Charles, in the nation’s 
affections. Between June 19 and 
25 Gallup asked 985 adults, “who 
is your favourite member of the 
royal family?” Diana’s popularity 
almost doubled since a similar 
poll in 1988, with 22 per cent now 
listing her as their favourite, up 
from 12 per cent. Respondents 
described Diana as fashionable, 
caring and charming, but. few 
people thought she was intellect 
tual, the Telegraph said. Charles 
dropped to NO 2 with 15 per cent, 
down six points from 1988, the 
Telegraph said. His sister Anne 
also had 15 per cent, the queen 
mother had 14 per cent, ana the 
queen 12 per cent. A separate 
Gallup poll conducted for legal 
and general insurance company 
surveyed 500 married women. 
Almost a third nominated Diana 
as their favourite, and praised her 
as a good ambassador and 
mother. Most of the wives also 
thought Diana should receive a 
payment from the government 
for her services to the nation. The 
recommendations for her annual 
income ranged from nil to more 
than £5 million ($8 million) with 
£900,000 (51.44 million) being 
the average figure. 

Drug package 
causes bomb scare 
on Anne’s Jet 

LONDON (AP) — Princess 
Anne was caught in a bomb scare 
Sunday when a suspicious pack- 
age was found aboard a jet she 
planned to take to Canada, where 
she is making an official visit, 
police said. The package was 
later found to contain marijuana 
worth £25,000 ($40,000), a cus- 
toms and excise spokesman said. 
An air Canada staff member disc- 
overed a canvas bag hidden be- 
hind a panel in a toilet of the 
Boeing 767 just before it was 
scheduled to take off from Lon- 
don’s Heathrow Airport for Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia, the police 
spokesman said. The passengers 
were evacuated, and the jet was 
towed to a remote area where 
police explosives experts ex- 
amined the package. They found 
45 pounds (20 kilogrammes) of 
cannabis resin, police said. The 
jet had arrived from Kingston, 
Jamaica. Officials .would not say 
whether Anne, the daughter of 
Qeen Elizabeth II, was evacuated 
from the plane with the other 
passengers. She was m a VIP 
lounge waiting to board the flight 
at one point, but officials would 
not say whether she had actually 
boarded the plane. 

Spaniards drench 
each other In 
wine battle 

HARO, Spain (R) — Some 
20,000 people drenched each 
other in over 60,000 litres of wine 
Saturday at Haro in the Rioja 
wine region of northern Spain. 
They used spray-guns, jerry cans 
and hoses to shower each -other 
with wine donated by the town 
council for a traditional “wine 
battle” recalling long-past 
vineyard disputes. 

72-year-oid 
American 
gets life sentence 
for rape 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (R) 

■ A Philippine court has sent- 
em»d a 72-year-old American 
retired airline pilot to life impris- 
onment for raping a young girl 
repeatedly over three years with 
the collusion of her father. The 
court also ordered Robert Tan- - 
ner, of Palo Alto, California, to 
W toe victim, Angelita Navarro, 
<»,000 pesos (52,100) in moral 
damages and 20,000 ($700) in 
exemplary damages. The fether, 
Damlo Navarro, had earlier been 
sentenced to life imprisonment by 
the same court. Tanner r a- fre- 
quent visitor to Zamboanga City, 
befriended the fether, a hotel 
waiter, who served as his accont- 
P»ee each time, he had sex with 
giri, court records 'showed. 
»ne victim was raped for the first 
time in late 15)86, when she was 
°W- This was repeated 
until she was eight. The giriV 
motber filed a complaint against 
w and .Tanner in- 

March 1990, which led to their 
Tanner bad been oat on 
Jail and is now confined, in a 
hospital in Zamboanga,: 850 
kilometres south' of hfenda. the • 
court ordered hk Wairest. - - 
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